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TO TEE 


AVING reveled a EN lately from my 
friend in London for a ſecond edition of 
Worldly Compliances, he affuring me all of 
the firſt edition were ſold, and ſeveral” inquiries made 
for more, I am encouraged to reprint this book with 


ſome additions; tho' I little expected ſuch a requeſt from 


the ſame friend who had ſent me the following letter a 


few months after the publication of my firſt book. 


AM very ſorry to give you ſo bad an account of the 
ſucceſs of your book. I do aſſure you I have done 


all in my power to ſupport it; but the run of the town 
is againſt it, and tho ſeveral people liked it the firſt two 
days of its appearance, they afterwards joined in the rail 
againſt it, and there is no one nom who dares ſpeak a 


word in its favour. I am ſorry you are like to be a loſer 
by it, as I am ſatisfied you wrote it with a good inten- 
tion. 


* 
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tion. I will now give you an account of what particular 


people ſay of your book: In the firſt place the lady to 
* whom it is dedicated is diſpleaſed with your making uſe 


of her name without her knowledge. The clergy in 
general reſent your making free. with their characters. 
Some ſay there are no ſuch characters in life as you re- 
preſent ; others ſay, they are ſo commonly ſeen in life 
there is no occaſion to put them in writing. Some ſay it 


is Ountrè, others Common-place: Some that it is wrote with 


a good meaning, but ill conducted; others that it is very 


well wrote, but with a malicious deſign to hurt religion. 


Some ſind fault with the language, others with the names. 


Some ſay that your book concludes-too abruptly, and that 
the ſpeeches are too thort. Some ſay it is odd, and others 
that it is common; and there is no body but is glad to 


find ſome fault in it. To ſum up all, the reviewers 


have treated it with the higheſt contempt, which abſo- 


lutely prevents its ſale to the country | bookſellers. I am 
ſorry that your preſent circumſtances oblige you to write, 
for the world is ſo whimſical, tis a very uncertain way 
of getting a livelihood : And in my opinion you take a 


wrong way of writing to pleaſe the world, You had 


better chuſe any ſubject than religion. I am very plain 


with you, as you have engaged me to be ſincere.” 


"After receiving this account of Worldly Compliances, 
only conſidered how to fave money to purchaſe the 
unſold books, which ſhould remain in my bookſeller's 
hands at the end of two years, which I intended to pre- 
- ſent to ladies women, and valet-de-chambres, who I 


thought 


s 
bl 


4 thought would be moſt — of the perplexing ten 
| pers of the old nature, and upon that account reliſh the 
truths contained in my book: but this furpriſmg news 
: of the publick's defiring a fecond edition, removes this 
4 deſign for a much more pleaſing one of reprinting it: 
TE and tho my book is openly condemned, I ind it has 
'K ſome ſecret friends, who think it may be of ſervice in 
bringing people acquainred with themſelves. My good 
characters are not deſigned as compliments, nor my bad 
ones as ſatires, upon any particular people, but only to 
ſhew forth the old and new nature in various forms. 


I muſt now beg leave to make my 8 to the 
publick for ſome miſtakes I own myſelf. juftly con- 
demned for, and alſo to clear my book of thoſe aſper- 
ſions which are unjuſt. I muſt beg pardon” for putting 
my book under the protection of that noble lady, with- 
out asking her leave: this I thought wrong at the time, 
but was prevailed upon through the perſuaſion | of a 
gentleman in my neighbourhood, who aſſured me, that 
lady had ſo much lenity in her temper, that if ſhe found 
any thing in my book which might offend any of her 
acquaintance, ſhe would prevent its being made pub- 
lick; and therefore adviſed me rather to truſt her good- 
nature to excuſe a poor man making uſe of her name 
1 for his own advantage, ſince what he wrote ſhewed a 
1 good deſign to promote religion. I have no excule to 
make to the clergy ; for whoever of them is hurt 
thoſe characters I have drawn, anſwers one deſign of my 
book, which was to diſcover the old nature under va- 
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rious diſguiſes. The objection of my book being ill-con- 


| ducted I lament, as I do its bad language, but hope 
neither will orejudice the reader againſt the- truths 
therein contained. As to its being wrote with a mali- 


cious defign to hurt religion, I abſolutely deny it; my in- 
tent being to ſhew, that all that is bad proceeds from the 
old nature of Adam, and all that is good from the new 
nature of Chri//, wins St. Paul calls the old and new 


man. 


As to the 97 FORM that contradict each other, they 


anſwer themſelves. 


As to the reviewers, I excuſe all they ſay, being in- 


formed they condemn all ſpiritual writers who treat of 


the old and mew nature. To diſcover this ſaving truth to 
one of my readers, will be a ſufficient reward for all 
the contempt 1 may meet with from publiſhing this 


ppor perfor mance. 


Ju 25, 1753. 


JIEREMY LEAF. 
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Dear Madam, 


AVING received great pleaſure in your correſpondence 
this ſummer, I am deſirous to make amends for the 
dulneſs of my letters, by ſending you the private 
> hiſtories of three of my particular friends; which, I 
think, will fully ſettle the diſpute between you and me, concerning 
Worldly Compliances. Ih 
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Ever Yours, 


P. D. 


. 
0 M 


The Hiſtory. of the Lady Feliciana, t 


T ADV Feliciana was the heireſs of a noble family, educated in 
all the pomp and grandeur of life, and fond of every vanity 

to a high degree. Soon after ſhe came of age, and miſtreſs of her 
great fortune, ſhe was won by the artful careſſes of Ambitions ;/a man 
of a beautiful perſon, and a mind perfe&ly accompliſhed in every 
olite ſcience which renders the man of figure conſpicuous in the 
world; to which was added ſo much art and addreſs, that, it has 
been obſerved, he has never failed to accompliſh every deſign he has 
purſued : but, alas! all his deſigns were confined to this world, and 

he regarded the praiſes of men more than the praiſe of God. 

Imagine this couple (in appearance) living two years in the higheſt 
worldly felicity : but obſerve, in the midſt of all this, the honeſt 
confeſſion lady Feliciana makes to one of her ſincere friends, whom 
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e becauſe ſhe was in religion, "9" left ls 
world, and had no Intereſt to betray her. 


Diſcourſe between Lady Feliciana and Lady Secludia, 


Lady ade. My dear Secludia, I am the moſt envied Woman, 
upon earth, that you'll allow. 


Lady Secludia. By all, I allow, except thoſe who know the hap- 


pineſs we find in religion, which ſets us above the world. 
Lady Feliciana. 

ſure, by experience, there is no worldly happineſs: — there is none 

in beauty; for it can ſecure no man's heart for any certain time:: 
there is none in a large fortune; for that only ſerves to increaſt 


4 number of falſe friends, who betray you to their o.wn private 


views: — there is none in rich cloaths; for my gold and ſilver tire 
me: — there is none in vain ſhow ; for I obſerve many more ridicule 


than commend: — there is none in high birth; for Iam obliged to 


watch the looks of every creature, for fear I ſhould neglect a 
courteſy.,— I ſee what I poſſeſs is the aim of every woman; and 
yet Tam not happy with it. What is the reaſon ? 

Lady Secludia. My dear Feliciana, you are at preſent in a ſtate 
wherein none ever was happy: you were born a fallen ſpirit, through 
the tranſgreſſion of your firſt parents: you have happineſs offered 
you through faith in Chrift ; which happineſs, 1n this world, con- 
ſenſible our bleſſed Saviour has made atonement for 
our ſins, and reconciled us to the favour of God; in our receiving 
the affiftance of his holy Spirit to remove fin from our hearts, 
(which: is the cauſe of all our miſery); in our earneſt deſire to obey 
the will of God upon carth ; in finding all our prayers anſwered ; 
and in delighting to the rule of the holy ſcriptures; with che 
divine comforts which God pleaſes to vouchſafe to every ſincere 
chriſtian:” This is the only path which leads to true happineſs ; : 
every other way will deceive you. 

Lady Feliciana. I believe my dear Seoludia feels all ſhe ſays, 
Ferns, 
pal to think as you do, 


I know nothing of your happineſs; but I am 


J have no idea of this kind of happineſs, but would give the. 


Lady 
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Lady Sechudra. 1 have been what you are; and, I am _—_ yy 


ay Ne: lea F rt 


Lady Feliciana. Tell me how. 3 

Lady Secludia. Take a chriſtian life for your akin; I will 
call you to church twice a day; I will give you books of devotion z 
I will tell you my rule of life. Truſt me for a time: give up the 
world, while you are purſuing this happineſs : make it your whole 
intention to obtain the chriſtian faith. Faith is the gift of God, and 
will be obtained through prayer and a holy life. The meaning 'of 
a holy life is a ſincere deſire of doing, or omitting, every action of 
our lives, as we think it moſt pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God; in 
ſearching what is his will in the ſcriptures, and begging his grace to 
direct our underſtanding: them; and a ſure truſt that God will enable 
us to perform all that he commands us to do. 

Lady Feliciana. You tell me you are happy in Sid the 


world; I am miſerable in it; therefore I will try after your happi- 


nels, tho I deſpair of obtaining 3 

| Lady Secludia. Whoever will truſt the chriſtian faith ſo far, as 

to give up their falſe happineſs, will ſoon obtain the true: but we 
cannot have theſe two purſuits in our mind at once; I cannot defire 


to pleaſe God, and have any regard to pleaſe the world; for, I 


know, if my deſign is to pleaſe God (his pleaſure ought to pleaſe 
every reaſonable creature) therefore I muſt not regard the falls opi- 
nions of the world. Learn this maxim, be earneſt in pleaſing God, 
and indifferent to the world, and all things will go well in 1 
own breaſt. 

Lady Feliciana. This hope, 1 dear Secludia, wins me to yn 


party. 


No.] ſuppoſe lady Feliciana one de in the chriſtian * of 
life; wherein ſhe finds that comfort, ſhe had in vain purſued 
through all her worldly ſcenes. | She grows impatient for Ambitionos 
return from the country, that ſhe may acquaint him with this great 
truth; being fully perſuaded, he will receive it with the fame 
ingenuity as ſhe had done; but to her great ſurprize, Ambitions 
big with politick ſchemes ſcarcely attends to what ſhe tells him ; 
ſays he is Sad to hear ſhe is happy, and in a ee dreſſes for 
Court. 


B 2 N 


Tas ] 
She: fakes every- opportunity of repeating this truth, which he 
bears patiently at firſt, and then grows angry ; upon which, ſhe 
forbears ſpeaking for a time. As he was a man of great conſequence 
in the world, and continually employed, a month paſſed on in this 
manner without notice; when one day lady Feliciana, to her great 
| ſurprize, found no perſon at dinner but Ambitiono; as ſoon as the 
* ſervants were diſmiſſed, he began to diſcourſe this matter with her, 
and, in a reſolute tone, told her, | ITO 
Anbitiono. Madam, I can't ſuffer you to live in this manner 
you expoſe me as well as yourſelf: don't let me ſee any prayer-books 
lying about: why don't you dreſs as you uſed to do? and, I muſt 
tell you, if you intend to go on in this hypocritical way, I won't live 
with you. | | 1 
Lady Feliciana. I am very ſorry to ſee you uneaſy at what makes 
me happy; but, as my happineſs is eternal, I can't part with it. 
Ambitions, Then I ſee you are determined to break my heart, 
and will not regard a word I fay : — but you'll find I am your beſt 
friend. | | | A 


Lady Feliciana, There is nothing I deſire ſo much as to ſee you as 
happy as myſelf. PRO IS: 


Anbitiono leaves the room in a paſſion : lady Feliciana ſilently 
prays to God to direct her right, and is now convinced of the oppo- 
ſition the love of the world makes to the chriſtian faith. : 
For three months after this converſation, lady Feliciana never ſaw 
Ambitiono in a good humour. She tried all ways to pleaſe him (ex- 
cept what concerned her religion) but found it all in vain; every 
tiung ſhe did was wrong taken, and nothing would ſatisfy, but going 
into the world again. | | et dl 
Now obſerve Ambitiong in another light, He grows civil to lady 
Feliciana, and carries her with him to his country-ſeat ; puts on an 
artful good humour, and tries to divert her in things the approves : 
he permits her cloathing ſeveral of his poor tenants, and employing 
them in a proper way: he does not forbid her giving good books, 
and lets the parſon of the pariſh read ſhort prayers once a day to 
the family: he propoſes ſeveral little expeditions, to take a view of 


the neighbouring countries: he never mentions any thing contrary 
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are unwilling to ſpeak of. 


TS 3 


to her religion: and, by every art, tries to engage her affections. 


After two months ſpent in this deluſive ſcheme, he introduces dean 
Lucre; a man whoſe religion is all confined to this world; one of 
great ingenuity and heathen learning; polite, good-humoured ; in 


thort, a genteel, moral clergyman. Ambitiono (who is an abſolute 


unbeliever) hopes, by introducing a man of this character, to influ- 
ence the mind of lady Fe/:c:ana to approve of his religion, and quit 
her own rigid opinions. He ſoon finds an opportunity to leave the 
dean alone with lady Feliciana, who, obſerving Ambitiono had quit- 
ted the room, immediately begins a diſcourſe upon religion. 


Lady Feliciana. Give me leave, mr. dean, to aſk your opinion 
of the third chapter of St. John's goſpel ? 8 
Dean Lucre. St. John's goſpel, madam ! what is your opinion 
of it ? | 8 e {> 0 E 
Lady Feliciana. I think, this chapter teaches us, a man may be 
learned in the ſcriptures, believe in the miracles of our Saviour, and 
yet have no ſaving faith; as we find was the caſe of Nzcodemus, who 
could not underſtand how a man ſhould be born a ſecond time. 
Dean Lucre. Born a ſecond time! what do you apprehend from 
that, madam? _ . | ect 
Lady Feliciana. I apprehend, that, as we are, by nature, born 
the children of Adam, fo, by ſpiritual regeneration, we are again born 
of the nature of Chriſt, and made the children of Gd. 
Dean Lucre. Regeneration, madam, we hold to be received in 
baptiſm. * 15 3 72 
Lady Feliciana. That I can't allow: becauſe I ſee the ſame 
wicked nature prevail in thoſe who haye been baptized, as I ſee 


in Turks and heathens : neither are perſons ſenſible of their own 


e 


them their ſinful nature. 

Dean Lucre. Theſe things I believe, madam, are, a good deal, 
owing. to fancy; religion is a thing to be practiſed, not to be 
talked of. 2 ee 4 | F 

Lady Feliciana. The chriſtian faith, mr. dean, is like a city ſet 
on a hill; it cannot be hid; it will ſhew itſelf both in our words 
and actions. I think it a ſure mark that faith is not true Which we 


corrupt nature, 'till they become regenerate, which ſtate diſcovers to 


Dean 


169 


Dean Lucre. Faith, undoubtedly, i is very neceſſary; but worldly 
duties muſt not be neglected; and innocent amuſements, by way of 


keeping up a friendſhip with the world, are very Proper for a 


chriſtian. 
Lady Feliciana. Undoubtedly, we ought to love every creature 


as nee Fancy and try all ways to perſuade them to become believers 
in Chriſt, 

Bean Lace. But all will not bear ſuch ſerious ſubjects, and che 
mind requires a little relaxation and innocent amuſements. 

Lady Frliciana. Pray, mr. dean, what do you call innocent 
amuſements? 


Dean Lucre. What 4% 00 has your ladyſhip to a good play ? 


there is inſtruction in it. 

Lady Feliciana, A chriſtian, in my ſenſe, never wants. amuſe- 
ments; their religion is their pleaſure, and their inſtruction they 
find in the ſcriptures: in plays they hear ſeveral things contrary to 
the chriſtian religion; neither can they give their time, or money, 
to the encouragement of a heathen diverſion, and nurſery of a pro- 
fligate ſet of people, who might become good chriſtians, were they 
not actors on the ſtage; but, while they remain ſo, are incapable of 
living chriſtian lives; ſo that, if they receive the chriſtian faith, they 
muſt immediately leave the ſtage. 

Dean Zucre. Then, madam, are you determined never to Wm 
another play? 

Lady Frliciana. No, not 4611 1 turn heathen. 

Dean Lucre. Well, madam, we will put plays out of the 
queſtion; but you can't object to an innocent game at cards, to 
amuſe your fick friends, 

Lady Feliciana. Gaming has ſuch fatal ciao that I 
dare nat ſupport it in the leaſt degree: neither can I allow it an 


amuſement, but rather a gratification of a covetous humour; for 


no-game will amuſe, unleſs you play for money. 
Dean Lucre. What does your ladyſhip think of a ball, wich 
choſen company, and the mothers fitting by ? you can have no 


ohjection to ſuch an amuſement. 


Lady Feliciana. The moſt favourable conſtruction you ean make 
of a ball, is, that it fills the minds of young people with vanity, 


and encourages them to ſet a value upon a few antick motions; and, 
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what is worſe, I have never feen a ball without 2 deflph or 4 
quarrel : and, to ſhew it is not an innocent amuſement, there is 


no lover can bear to ſee his miſtreſs dance with any other man. 


Dean Lucre. I will name you one amuſement you cant object 
to, and that is a private concert, performed at the houſe of a 
perſon of faſhion, of unblemiſhed character. A 


Lady Feliciana. If the muſick is only directed to animate our 
praiſe or prayer to God, I think it agreeable to the chriſtian minds 


but, if this praiſe is given to a heathen} Jupiter, or à beautiful 


Phillis; if 1 aſk my happineſs of an Artaxerxes, or my life of 
Lindamira; I think it no better than worthi pping of idols. 
Dean Lucre. Oh! madam, they dont mean any e in thoſe 


ſongs, tis only to amuſe. 


Lady Feliciana. Sure no perſon of * can be amuſed with 


words, or even ſounds, without a meaning. 


Dean Lucre. What, if half a dozen people of wit aer. ts 


ſhould meet at my houſe, to kill two or three hours with innocent 
converſation, © without n of religion, could you ſeruple to 


make one in this party ? 
Lady Feliciana. A clifiian: has this: ads 152 converſation, Let 
it be to the uſe of edifying, that it may adminiſter grace to the 


hearers. But how will you make your converſation. edifying, or 


innocent, if you exclude religious ſubjects? Who can make a 
ſtory entertaining, if they ſtrictly obſerve truth? Where is the 


witty repartee without malice ? Who can ſpeak of themſelves with- 


out vanity, or paſs an evening in this polite converſation, without 
injuring ſomebody's character? I think time too precious to be 


_ waſted in this manner, and muſt beg to be excuſed. 


Dean Lucre. Madam, the world won't bear theſe particularities; 
and you don't conſider how you injure Ambitiono s character in the 
world, by not complying with its ways. 


Lady Feliciana. I am very ſorry the world is ſo co to the 
rule I follow, which is that of the holy ſcriptures 


Dean Lure. W the ſeriptures are not to be alen in a 


literal ſenſe. 
Lady Feliciana. Is not the feripture the law of. God mad are 


we not to obſerve it as-ſuch ? how do you underſtand the Ow of 


the 


. 
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the land? would you tell a robber the laws are not to be taken in 
the literal ſenſe, and therefore he may ſafely pick a pocket? | 
Dean Lucre. But, madam, if you- put an end to all publick. 
diverſions, numbers will be ruined, and their families ſtarved. 

Lady Feliciana. I apprehend our laws are ſuch, no-body need 
ſrarve, if they will ſubmit to a mean way of life; and I think their 
eternal- intereſt! of ſo much more conſequence than any thing can 


happen to them in this world, that it is better for them to carry 
3 chan perform upon E theatres. 


| Dean Lawn begins to feel his temper ſo ruffled with this diſcourſe; 


that he retires without another reply ; he walks into the garden, where 
he meets Ambitiono, who accoſts him in the As. þ manner : 


Ambitions. My dear friend, what is your dente 1 am impa- 
tient to hear. 
Dean Lucre. I fear lady Feliciana is ſo fix d in her opinions, that 
it will be impoſſible to bring her back into the world again. | 
Ambitions. Is it not extraordinary a woman of her ſenſe can 
take theſe whims? There never was a woman more engaging to the 
world, or agreeable to a huſband, than Fel:c:ana : her perſon beau- 
tiful ; her turn of converſation elegant and ſprightly; her judgment 
ſound ; and her behaviour prudent in all reſpects, but this of 
religion. I could truſt her in every thing: whatever affair, either 
of pleaſure or buſineſs, I have defired her to conduct, has more 
than anſwered my wiſhes. . But this curſed n ruins all my 


happineſs ; I can't bear it! 


Dean Lucre. My lord, I hope, after a little time, you will make 


this matter eaſy to you ; conſider how few happy marriages there 
are in the world; it you can keep this affair ſecret, that your cha- 
racter may not ſuffer by it, that is the chief point. 

Ambitiono, For my own part, I could like her very well with 
the religion ſhe has, was it not for the opinion of the world; but 


I know the world will not bear a man ſhould ſuffer any true- 
religion in his family, tho ſome few approve the ſhow of it. 


Dean Lucre. Now let me tell you my opinion of a religion which 
gives no. offence in the world: a lady of faſhion may go to church 
cvery Sunday morning, take the ſacrament three times a year, may 
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go to prayers all the paſſion- week (if ſhe is in town); if ſhe never 


ſpeaks of religion in company, nor ſeruples play on Sunday evenings, 


and forbids nurſery-maids talking religion to her children; ſuch a 


religion paſſes without cenſure in the world: but more they will not 

bear, and more I never preach. | 4691 
Ambitiono. My dear dean, tell me what is it people mean by 

having a religion, which makes every: body their enemy? you would 


be ſurprized to hear what I have ſuffer d upon the account of lady 


Feliciana's religion; for a whole month after ſhe left going to pub- 


lick places, I never entered an aſſembly, but her friends came crowd- 
ing about me, to aſk what was the reaſon of lady Felicrana's be- 
coming religious, and going to church twice in a day, and fitting 
up all night at her prayers: and again, my own friends wondered 
I would ſuffer this religion in my wife, and not ſhew myſelf maſter: 
and ſome caſt the reflection upon me; in ſhort, I found my character 
ſuffer ſo much, it urged me to behave in ſuch a rude manner, and 
ſay things to her, I never thought of ſaying. | 
Dean Lucre. My lord, this religion, which. provokes the preſent 
world, is only the old primitive chriſtianity: revived ;\ which was very 
right in thoſe times, but our modern clergy have brought religion 


upon another footing : what we preach no, reſembles more the 


Greek and Roman maxims ; as much as we can, we lay aſide the 
chriſtian faith; at Chriſimas and Eafter, indeed, we are obliged to 


mention it: at all other times we aim at nothing higher than morality. 


The art of preaching, in ſhort, is to ſend away every particular 
hearer ſatisfied with their own conduct, and pleaſed with the 
preacher. i a 


Ambitions. My dear friend, 1 am charmed with your honeſt 


confeſſion ; pray tell me, what is the difference between a primitive 
chriſtian (as you call them) and a Roman philoſopher ? 


Dean Lucre. A philoſopher is a man who concludes, from con- 
ſidering the wonderful frame of the heavens, and the beautiful 


product of the earth, there muſt be an almighty ſuperior. Bein g⸗ 


who created man; and (he thinks) indued him with reaſon ſufficient 
to govern his paſſions, and direct him to tread in the paths of virtue; 
but then, obſerving that virtue was a bar to obtaining the riches and 


honours of this world, wherein the knave has the advantage, reaſon 
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118) | 
tells him, there muſt be a future ſtate, wherein virtue ſhall: be 
rewarded, and vice puniſhed. 

Ambitiono. I muſt differ with your bee in d to the 
power reaſon has in governing the paſſions; for, I find, if I have 
a ſtrong deſire for any thing ever ſo .unreaſonable, my reaſon aſſiſts 
me to obtain it, and will alſo find excuſes to ſatisfy the world and 
my own mind it is right for me to purſue my pleaſures: tho my 


reaſon ſees my conduct very wrong in others, yet it can always 


make an excuſe for myſelf; I ſee my reaſon partial to my vices, 
therefore I think reaſon will never ſubdue my paſſions; if ever I 
become a lover of virtue, and deſpiſe riches and honours, I believe 
I muſt be born again, as my lady Feliciana ſays! I think I have 
filenced your philoſopher ; now let me encounter your Om 
Chriſtian :' what has he to lay bo | 
Dean Lucre. The primitive chriſtians, my lord, were a poor 
deſpiſed people, with a particular ſet of notions; they never attained 
honours or wealth, till they gave into the Roman politicks ; after- 
wards the church became conſiderable, and kings and great men 
took the name of chriſtians. 

Ambitiono. Tell me what was their particular ſet of notions ? 

Dean Lucre. The primitive chriſtians, we are told, forſook all 
their purſuits in this world, to follow the doctrines of Chriſt, whom 
they believed to be God, and thought he would give them power to 
conquer ſin; and that, if they prayed to. him, he would change all 
their worldly tempers into heavenly, and make them deſpiſe them- 
ſelves for ever having placed their - happineſs in this world: they 
looked upon death as a releaſe from miſery, and the entrance into 
eternal happineſs ; they firmly believed all their fins were pardoned, 
becauſe Chriſt died for them, and all believers; they pretended to ex- 
perience heavenly joys in this life ; they thought the merits of Chriſt's 
holy life were imputed to them ; they loved their enemies, and ſuch 
as uſed them ſpightfully they would pray might be forgiven; they 
did. not pretend they could do any good in their own ſtrength, but 
every thing thro prayer to Chriſt; in which exerciſe, and finging 
pſalms, and hymns, and fpiritual ſongs, they ſpent the greateft part 
of their time; they took the ſcriptures in the literal ſenſe ; and, as 


they ſtrictiy made them their rule of life, were a particular tort of 
people the world always avoided. 


Ambitions. 
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Ambitiono. Mr. dean, I am of your opinion, that lady Feliciand « 


religion is the ſame with theſe primitive chriſtians; it has Certainly 


changed her temper, and made her deſpiſe the world ; if I could 
perſuade myſelf to part with my beloved fins, I would embrace this 
religion, but at preſent the world prevails with me. 

Dean Lucre. I don't find my religion takes the love of the Oey 


out of my heart; I can enjoy the world as much as any heathen. 


 Ambitiono, Why, my dear dean, you are a heathen ; you don't 
believe any change of heart; and being born a ſecond time you r 
too much ſenſe. 

Dean Lucre. I 3 my. lord, your Stor and my Scarf cover 
much the ſame heart, and the ſame faith: but come, let us lay 


aſide this ſubject, I don't love to talk of religion: can 1 be ak _ 


ſervice to you in ſettling this affair with lady \Feliciana 
Ambitions. | Give me your opinion what I had beſt dor 
Dean Lucre. As lady Feliciana's principles are ſo particular, and 


may do great hurt in the world, by bringing a reproach upon the 


clergy, as well as hindering your ſucceſs in the world; I think the 

beſt way is to hide her at her own eſtate in Cornwall, where ſhe 

may live concealed, with proper management; want of health may 

be the pretence; I can prevail with doctor Phable to find out a new 

water near the place, which he may ſend her to, and that always 
es upon the world. | 


thought. : 

It was ſoon after determined lady Feliciana ſhould take her journey 
to Cormeall; in which the — with a great deal of pleaſure, 
and with ſome hopes her dear Ambitiono would in time grow weary 
of the world, and chuſe to retire with her, and give up the remain 
der of his time i in PI of eter happineſs. 


C2 1. he 


Ambitiono, My dear dean, you ſhall be a biſhop for "ne 
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The Hijtory of Realletta, Daughter 70 Lady Prudentia. 
AD Prudentia, in her youth, had been s admired, by 


ſome, for a great beauty, and was one of thoſe girls entirely 


guided by faſhion : ſhe had many lovers, but not one really fo, + 


except Conſtantio, who followed her ſeveral winters, and, at that 


frightful age of thirty, ſhe was prevailed upon to become his wife. 
A few years after their marriage, they found it convenient to retire 


to their ſeat in the north, where ſhe lived a mortified life ten years, 
at the end of which Conſtantis died. After a decent time given to 
grief, ſhe brings the beautiful Realletta up to London, where ſhe 
determines to ſpend the remainder of her days i in pleaſure ;' and, if 
poſſible, to marry Realletta to a young man of quality. Realletta 
was in her eighteenth year; ſhe had a very beautiful perſon, * 
ſenſe, a remarkable ſweet temper, and free from all diſguiſe. 

Among many old friends who came to viſit lady Prudentia, lady 
Fidelia was the moſt remarkable, chufing to come to her when ſhe 
was alone. One morning, when the young Realletta was fitting by 


Her mother, lady Fideha' came in with a ſmile 1 her face, of 
winch _ ann aſked the reaſon. 


s 


Lady Fidelia. MV dear old friend, chat glad was the: oetaGon . | 


my ſmile; I was ſtruck with the difference of my own figure, ſince 


you ſaw me laſt, and imagined your ſurprize at the alteration you 
would ſee in me. 


Lady Prudentia. The ſmoke of London, and late hours, ruin 


the complexion ; you dont ſee my complexion much worſe than 
when you ſaw me laſt. _ 


Lady Fidelia. I hope, that neither of us now think of com- 
plexions, or charming, any longer. Oh! tis a great pleaſure to 
get beyond the vanities of this life, and to have our minds fixed 
upon that happineſs which is to laſt for ever. I find greater joy 
in religion than ever I found in the world. 

Lady Prudentia. I don't apprehend, madam, - that religion hinders 
us from enjoying any of the innocent pleaſures of the world; and, 


I think, while we have health, we are never too old for amuſements: : 


this world 1s given us to enjoy. 


Lady 
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[ 21 ] 
Lady Fidelia. 1 look upon this life rather as a trial, tham a 
pleaſure ; upon myſelf as a condemned criminal, till I have received 


my pardon through faith in Chriſt; and afterwards, as a rebel, ac- 


cepted with my prince, according as he finds me faithful to him. 11 


Lady Prudentia. Pray, madam, have you changed your religion, 
ſince I ſaw you? You were not uſed to talk at chis rate; 1 am ſure 


you were fonder of the world than ver IL Was. 
Lady Fidelia. 1 certainly was very fond of the world, "ll I per- 
ceived that was the enemy which hindered my obtaining the chriſtian 


faith. When I began to conſider 1 had but à ſſiort time to live in 
this world, I thought it proper to ſearch after that happineſs which 


is eternal: the death I once ſo much dreaded; now repreſents to my 
thoughts a glorious ſcene of pleaſure beyond its gates; e vnſocn 
delig ts I now direct all my views in life mas ban 
Lady Prudentia. Madam, you are your own [miſtreſs you may 
do as you pleaſe ; but I have duties in life which I muſt nat} neglect: 
I have a daughter I muſt ſee well married; for which reaſom I muſt 
keep up a friendſhip with the world, and my eto rk be rn 
the world approves. | 
Lady Fidelia. Did we 3 the value of time, and 55 wht: con- 
ſequence every day may be to our eternal happineſs,” ſure we could 
never lead a young creature we loye into that ſcene of vanity, of 


which the beſt we can ſay is, that it is I to n A 


wg are ſo precious. | 

Lady Prudentia. Pray, nei mh are all theſe Hh inge, 
clin God gives his creatures, deſigned for; if we are not to enjoy 
them ? Are we to ſhut up our eyes and our ears, and live like 
martyrs that are to be put to death the next day? Thank God! 
this is not the age of a ſuffering religion: we are now allowed to 
enjoy this world and be chearful, and we ought to make religion 
agreeable to young people: ſuch a religion as you talk of would 
frighten them, and make them have no religion at all. 

Lady Fidelia. Theſe good things of the world, which God 
gives us, are, to the corrupt nature, ſnares and temptations; and 
what was deſigned for bleſſings to man innocent, are become a 


. curſe to the fallen nature: therefore, when our Redeemer. came 


upon earth, he would have none of theſe things the world values; 


* took upon him no worldly EINE] > he was called the car- 


penter' 8 
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penter's fon, and had not where to lay his head: and his followers 
mult be meck and lowly in ſpirit ; and, in their affections, forſake all 
their worldly: treaſures, and look upon this world as droſs and dung, 
chat they may win Chriſt. 

Lady Prudentia. How could the world go on, if very” body was 
to think as you do? 


Lady Fidele. I think we ſhould be a far happier people were we | 


all believers in Chriſt, and lived chriſtian lives. 

Lady Prudentia. But pray, madam, it no-body is to be luv 
except they live in your {ſtrict way, what is to become of all the 
reſt of mankind ? 

Lady Fidelia. I fay, no-body is haves: but in the degree Weit 
nature is changed: while we keep our ſins, we keep our miſeries, 
and cheriſh a hell in our own breaſts; and ſhould be no more happy 
in heaven, might we be admitted there, than we feel ourſelves now 
in a life of devotion, which you ſeem to think fo unprachcable in 
this world. 

Lady Prudentia. I doubt your - chriſtian ſalients would ſtarve 
many families : you don't conſider how many trades are > ſupported 
by vanity.” 

Lady Fidelia. I e if we conſider this affair, we ſhall find 


all thoſe trades, which depend upon faſhion, have ruined more than 


they have ſupported: and, was trade confined to uſeful things ny; 


it would be more advantageous to the nation in general. 


Lady Prudentia. I beg, madam, you and I may not pretend to 


ſettle the nation; we will leave that to the parliament ; and ſo, 
madam, your ſervant, for I ſee it is time to call lady Fagdle to the 
fale. I ſuppoſe now you think me a worldly creature, to ſpend two 
hours in chuſing a bit of china that is not uſeful. Well, your 


| ſervant. Kealletta, I would have you dreſs to-day after the faſhion ot 


lady Betty Allairs. Be ſure you are ready for the company I have 
aſked to dinner. Lady Prudentia Soes out. 


Wale lem forry.to find mamme thinks the muſt negle& her 


duty to God, upon my account; I defire nothing ſo much as to be 
a good chriſtian, and hope ſhe will never force me to marry, for 


I would rather live retired, and give up my time to religion. I 
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ſhall be thankefol- to lady Fidelia, if the will inform me a the 


chriftian faith, for J am very igforant. Ip 
Lady Fidelia. A ſincere deſire to beide LR God 3 us 


to believe will ſoon bring us to the truth. F aith is the gift of God. 
| and will be obtained by prayer, T7 


Realletta. I perceive, then, prayer 18 the debe of the heart, and 
that God will give me power to obey all his commands, if I aſlæ it of 
him. Pray tell me, what is that love of the world I am commanded 
in ſcripture not to have? | 

Lady Fidelia. There are two forts f people; ; balibrecki in 10hriſt. 
who are ſaid not to be of this world, becduſe they place their 
happineſs in their Saviour, and that ſpiritual kingdom he gives 
them; unbelievers are ſuch people who place their happineſs x 
this world, and have no joy in religion. - Theſe laſt are the 
who invent many ways to employ the mind, and. divert it 8 


ſerious thoughts; they laugh at thoſe who pretend to love God, 
ſay they delight to apprehend the joy of his preſence continually in 


their minds, and are fearful of every thing which will rob them of 


their ſpiritual comfort; they ſay no- body can be always thinking 


of God, it would drive them mad; and, by way of making them 
forget God, they invent ſuch ſorts of: amuſements, Where it would 
be abſurd to ſpeak of God. Theſe people appear to the believer 
really mad; they dreſs themſelves in ſtrange ridiculous dreſſes; are 
always affecting mirth in the midſt of a ſad miſerable life; and moſt 
reſemble a ſet of fools dancing over their graves. All that theſe 
people have invented is the world you have to avoid. If you take 
the ſcriptures for your rule of ute, _ will be a certain gauge: to 
you in all events. 


Realletta. I defire no worldly amuſcments, they are e 


to me; tell me how far I may ſubmit to them; in order to . 


mamma? 
Lady Fidelia. The chriſtian” faith "males fuck a change in the 


heart, that it will be impoſſible for you to pleaſe a worldly mother. 
'Tis as neceſſary to have the ſpirit of the world to make us agree- 


able in it, as it is neceſſary to have the ſpirit of devotion to make our 


prayers accepted with God: and therefore all you have to do, in 
regard to your mother's commands, is to ſhew her the chriſtian tem- 
pers, and keep ſtedfaſt to che rule of the N 


Realletta. 
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Realletta. This trial 1 met with to-day ; St. Paul tells me I 


muſt put on modeſt apparel; my mother commands me to dreſs 


after lady Betty All-azrs I can't think her dreſs modeſt ; what ſhall 


I do? 
Lady Fidelia. I think you muſt put your cap upon your head, 


your handkerchief upon your neck, your gown upon your ſhoulders, 
and a hoop. no wider than the door. 

Realletta. | I am ſure mamma won't bear me in her ſight in ſuch 
a dreſs as you deſcribe ; but I'll obſerve St. Paul's advice, and dreſs 
modeſt, tho I ſuffer for it ; if mamma bids me go to a ridotto, tell 
me what I muſt ſay to excuſe myſelf ? | 

Lady Fidelia. Tell her St. Paul mentions revellings. i in the cata- 
logue of thoſe ſins which exclude us from entering the kingdom of 
heaven; and ſhe muſt own, ridotto's, maſquerades, drums, Ranelagh, 
F. aux-hall, &c. come under the article of revellings. | 

Realletta. What muſt I ſay, when ſhe bids me go to ſpend the 
evening with young ladies in worldly chat? which conſiſts of brag- 
ging, ridicule, anging French ſongs, telling love-tales, and talking of 
dreſs. 

Lady Fidelia. I think you may tell her, this converſation is that 
fooliſh talking and jeſting forbid in ſcripture. 

Realletto. Mamma has often bid me read the ſcriptures, and what 
I find there I hope ſhe will permit me to obſerve. 


Lady Fiddia takes her leave. Realletta dreſs 4 7 modeſt apparel 
is ready to attend her mother's company, who leave her at ſeven: as 
ſoon as ſhe found herſelf alone with Realletta, in an angry tone of 
voice, ſhe begins to chide her for her dreſs and behaviour. 


Lady Prudentia. Child! what is it you mean by contradictin 
my eg do you think yourſelf dreſs'd in the faſhion ? why I 
ſhould take you for a Quaker; what a ſanctified look you put on! 
vou have behaved in ſuch a manner to the company, I have been 
dying with ſhame for you ; when any body ſpeaks to you, you 
ſeem like a perſon waked out of a dream. I was afraid, ſometimes, 
the company would think you were ſaying your prayers : what 
muſt the world think of me to ſee you behave in this manner? 


1 ſup- 


250 


1 ſuppoſe you have been talking with my hdy Fiaelia, and intend 6 
follow her faſhions. 

Realletta. I am very forry, Sali my behaviour Eip1dafes you; Y 

ſhould I not dreſs in modeſt apparel, avoid fooliſh 2 and Jeſtingy 


and follow the rule of the ſcriptures?” Nor 
Lady Prudentia. You” impudent huſly } do you pretend'to take 


the ſcripture for your rule of life? tis abn. Bos of faſhion does 


now: if you pretend to have a N of religion more than myſelf, 
I will turn you out of my houſe; don't let me ſee any more of 
theſe puritan airs; and, pray, when I take you to church on Sunday, 
look about you, and mind who curt ſies tô you, look: gay, and 
fmile at your acquaintance, and ſeem as if 7. dg not think of 
religion. 

Realletta. I thought the reaſon of our going to uch. Was t 
unite all our earneſt defires in prayer, for the grace of God to purify 
our corrupt hearts, and to praiſe him for all the bleflings we receive; 
I ſhould hope every perſon does receive ſome ſpiritual advantage in 
coming to church ; if I pray for my W n e ure that is kinder 
than returning their foohſh ceremonies. 

Lady Prudentia. Get you out of my fight this inſtant; let me ſee 
no more of you, till you think of religion as I would have you. 
ERallett leaves the room in tears. 


Enter mrs. Patchup. 

Mrs. Patchup Madam, What is the matter with miſs Realletta? 
I met her in tears. 

Lady Prudentia. Why, madam, this is a fad caſe; 1 bad flattered 
myſelf with hopes of marrying the girl great; and ſhe has taken to 
Tis which, you know, will ruin her, in the opinion of the 
wor | 
Mrs. Patebup. I am fure, owe there is nothing a man 
dreads fo, much as a religious wife; you muſt rout her out of this 
fancy; can't you perſuade Ne to go to publick places ? 

Lady Prugentia. She ſeems 15 

3 the conſequence, I fear 1 ſhall neyer get any body to have 
25 

Mrs. Patchup. Why, there's lord Dupe has a vaſt eſtate ; his fa- 
ther wants to marry him to a ſober Woman, that will play at cards 
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fixed in her opinions, and fo calm, 


15.8 = 
. 
3 
* 
1 
=—=b& 


26) 


with him and my lady; tis true, he is a diſtempered young man,; 

has a weak underſtanding, is a little turned in his head; but ſhe'll 

be a lady ! I know his family want exceſſively to marry him at this 

time, for fear he ſhould marry his miſtreſs : if you like this match, 

I will propoſe it; let us hear what Rea/ſetfa will ſay to it, for it will 

be ridiculous to propoſe it, and have. her refuſe afterwards. 
Lady Prudentia. She conſent ! ſhe ſhall conſent. - 


[She ſends for Realletta. 


Enter Realletta. 

Lady Prudentia. Realletta, how do you do, child? is your head 
better? your good friend mrs. Patchup deſires to ſee you; you are 
vaſtly obliged to her, I aſſure you; ſhe has propoſed a great match 
for you, far beyond what I expected; a man of quality, with ten 
thouſand pounds a year ; a fine houſe in town, and another in the 


country, both richly furniſhed. I am ſure, my dear child, you will 


comply with my commands, in accepting this advantageous offer. 
| Realletta. Is he a chriſtian ? 


Lady Prudentia. A chriſtian ! what have you to do with a chri- 


ſtian? get you out of my fight. 


[Realletta goes cut of the room, 


Mrs. Patchup. Madam, I think you are a little too ſharp with 
miſs ; ſuppoſe you tried a mild behaviour ; ſome tempers will be per- 
ſuaded to do as we would have them, that will not be drove to it; 
let us try if we can draw her into the world ; let us ſteal away her 
good books; put Tom Tones, Peregrine Pickle, and ſuch diverting 
books in her way: if you ſend for doctor Pliable, I will give him a 
hint to ſay ſhe is not well, and to order her phyſick of a Sunday, to 
keep her from church: you muſt ſurprize her into amuſements ; ſhe 
will like the world well enough, when ſhe is in it: if you will give 
me leave, I will talk to miſs of duties in life. 

Lady Prudentia. You may, if you pleaſe : but, I think, the girl 
is entirely ſpoiled by religion, and will never make. any figure in the 
world. | 

. Mrs. Patchup goes to Realletta. 
. Mes. Patchup. Come, miſs, dry up your tears, your mamma has 


forgiven you, upon condition you will behave for the future as a 


good 
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good daughter : your mamma, child, knows the world better than 
ou do; and that a woman is no-body, if ſhe has not acquaintance, 
and is not known at all great aſſemblies ; you had better comply with 
your mamma in all theſe things; you are always fate, when ſhe. is 
with you; tis upon your account ſhe goes to publick places. | 
Realletta. I am very ſorry mamma ſhould order me to do any thing 


the ſcripture forbids; ſure theſe publick places are not pleaſing to 


God; for, if I dreſs myſelf like a chriſtian, ſhe tells me I ſhall make 
a ridiculous figure, and ſhe is aſhamed to take me with her. | 
Mrs. Parchup. I hope, miſs, you would be dreſſed like other 
people: no-body dreſſes better than your mamma, who, with her 
agreeable manner and compliances with the world, charms at fifty-five. 
Realletta. I don't pretend to find fault with mamma; ſhe muſt do 
as ſhe pleaſes ; but, for my part, I deſire to ſhew the chriſtian in all 
my behaviour ; if I can pleaſe God, I ſhall be eaſy as to the opinion 
of the world. 74] | Ln 
Mrs. Patehup. Pray, miſs, have you forgot the fifth command ? 
Honour your father and mother, that your days may be long in the land. 
Realletta. I hope I ſhall always reſpe& and honour mamma, and 
obey her commands in every thing that is not contrary to the ſcrip- 
tures ; but I muſt not let the love of my mother lead me into ſin; 
for my Saviour ſays, Whoſoever loveth father or mother more than 
me, is not worthy of me. = es 
Mrs. Patchup. Sure that can never be religion which encourages 
children to diſobey their parents; ſure, child, you miſtake the ſcrip- 
tures; I don't believe there is any ſuch text about not loving fathers 
and mothers. 1 | 
Realletta. I would adviſe you, mrs. Patchup, to begin the new 
teſtament, and read it quite through; you will find a great many 


more chriſtian duties there, perhaps, than you imagine. 


Mrs. Patchup. Indeed, miſs, I am not come to learn religion of 
you ; I ſhall keep to the religion I was born in; I will never be a 
Scribe and a Phariſee, indeed not I; and ſo your ſervant, miſs. 


Mrs. Patchup returns to lady Prudentia, where ſhe finds lady Fidelia. 
Lady Prudentia. I am glad, Patchup, you are returned, for lady 
Fidelia has preached me almoſt aſleep ; ſhe ſays we are not chriſtians 
'till we believe in Chriſt, + 1 
| | | D 2 | : Mr 8. 
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Mrs. Patchup. 1 think, madam, we are all chriſtians who are 
born in a chriſtian country. 

Lady Prudentia. No, no, Patchup, hm you are miſtaken ; Jews 
are born in a chriſtian country: but, I ſay, we are made x Meg 
when we have a chriſtian name given us. 

Mrs. Patchup. How can a name make me a chriſtian ? | 

Lady Prudentia. You talk ſimply; you don't know what a chriſtian 
is: now let me tell you what a chriſtian is: a chriſtian is a perſon 
who has been baptiſed, confirmed, and received the ſacrament, 

Mrs. Patchup. A chriſtian then may rob on the highway; for 
the man who robbed the laſt mail was baptiſed, confirmed, and had 
received the ſacrament, to my certain knowledge. 

Lady Prudentia. Pray, mrs. Patchup, don't judge your neighbours : : 
how can you pretend to ſay, the man that robbed the mail was no 
chriſtian? I am apt to think, if you had aſked him, if he had been a 
chriſtian, he would have told you he was. 

Mrs. Patchup. Sure Turks and Jews would make as good chriftians 
as theſe: the Lord deliver me from ſuch chriſtians as rob upon the 
highway. 

Lady Prudentis. Lady Fidelia, give us your opinion of a abet ; 
there is no bearing Patebup's nonſenſe about it. | 

Lady Fidelia. I think a name, as mrs. Patchup obſerves, can 
never make a chriſtian, any more than taking the name of an 
noble family will make me one of that family. I can only, truly, 
call myſelf of that family of which I was born. The chriſtian name 
ſuppoſes me to be of the family of Chriſt, but does not really make 
me ſo; I muſt be born of the nature of Chriſt, before J am, truly, 
one of his family. A regenerate chriſtian cannot rob upon the 
highway; for his tempers muſt be ſuch as are deſcribed in the fifth 


chapter of Galatians, verſe 22. Regenerate godfathers and god- 


mothers, indeed, promiſe for the child, till it knows how to chuſe 
the good and refuſe the evil; ( becauſe they believe, if the child 
dies, before it has power to reſiſt the operation of divine grace, 
that the grace of God will change the nature of the child, 
and make it fit for the kingdom of heaven: ) and they further 
promiſe to teach the child (if it lives to an age of apprehenſion ) 
the chriſtian faith, the power of which they experience in them- 
ves. They know, by divine * they now believe all the 


articles 
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articles of the apoſtles creed; and, by the ſame divine Spirit, have 
been enabled to renounce the world, the fleſh, and the devil : and 
they can promiſe to teach the child, how it may attain all that 


ſpiritual victory they have attained themſelves, tor the grace of God 
is promiſed to all who aſk. for it: but, if the child will not liſten 
to them, and will continue in his natural ſtate, they dare not bring 
it to the biſhop to be confirmed in a faith it has not. But 1 would 
adviſe you both to read over the publick baptiſm of infants, which 
will inform you what a ſolemn vow the chriſtian makes of. re- 
nouncing the world with all its vanities. 

Mrs. Patchup, Read over their vow: in, baptiſm ! do- vou mean 
the chriſtening ſervice ? why, that is not in my prayer-book. - 

Lady Fidelia. Mrs: Patchup, can you ſay FOR catechiſmm : Is 
that in your prayer-book ? 

Mrs. Parchup. Madam, I could have. ſad it, but other things 


have put it out of my head now. 


Lady Fidelia. Tis pity people confine all their views. to. this 
ſhort lite; 304 ere you will both conſider theſe points. our 


ſervant. 5 Exit lady Fidelia. 


Lady 8 Oh! I am UW lady Fidelia is gone; 1 love 
her 5 but I can't bear her religion. 

Mrs. Patchup. 1 am ſure, madam, ſhe makes you dull whenerer 
ſhe comes; I wiſh you would give an order to your porter never to 
let her or her religion into your houſe more. 

Lady Prudentia. I find I muſt take your advice; well, you may 


tell the porter never to let her in again. I. find Wiel all, Over 
nerves, pray call for the RE ae Bao 


Religion became every day. more. 3 to o lady Prudentia, and 
her averſion became inſurmountable to Nealletta, who continued firm 
in her reſolution of following the rules of the ſcriptures :. they 
tried all ways to draw her into the world; but, every deſign proving 


ineffectual, at laſt it was agreed, that the ſhould be ſent, by the 


advice of doctor Pliable, to drink the waters lately found in Cormugll, 
She was placed with an old ſuperannuated grandmother, where ſhe 


was to abide 'till ſhe would comply W the cuſtoms * HE aye 
and forſake her primitive religion. 
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The Hiſtory of Honorio and Sophia. 


ONORI O and his ſiſter Sophia were left very young to 
- the care of guardians, their parents dying within two months 
| of each other : they had the beſt education given them, in 


regard to every thing belonging to this world, but as to religion 


that was not thought of. Honorio at the age of eighteen was ſent 
to travel: lady Sophia, who was two years younger, lived with 
lady Pleaſe-all her aunt, who had two very beautiful daughters, 
who were continually making conqueſts among . the young men. 
Lady Sophia was ſenſible ſhe had no charms in her perſon ; but, 
as her mind was accompliſhed, ſhe found it agreeable to converſe 
with the graver ſort. Several people of ſenſe frequented her aunt's 
drawing-room, as well as many gay fluttering people. It hap- 
pened, one evening, the converſation turned upon the variety of 
opinions in the chriſtian religion. Lady Sophia, who was always 
furniſhed with ſomething to ſay upon every other ſubject, found 
Herſelf deficient here, which piqued her to inform herſelf upon the 
ſubject of religion; ſhe read ſeveral books of controverſy, but 
having an excellent underſtanding, ſhe ſoon perceived that who- 
ever wrote upon the chriſtian religion appealed to the ſcriptures for 
the ſupport of their arguments ; ſhe, therefore, ſet herſelf to read 
the ſcriptures with the greateſt attention: going ſoon after into 
the country gave her a favourable opportunity of ſpending ſeveral 
hours every day in this important ſtudy. The obſervation ſhe 
made, was, that the whole of the ſcriptures were repeated decla- 
rations of the mercy of God, in providing for us a happineſs beyond 
our comprehenſion, in the redemption of mankind by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. She found a particular ſatisfaction in the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures, which ſhe had never felt in the ſtudy of any worldly. 
ſcience. She would often ſay, our Saviour proved himſelf to be 
God, by every word that proceeded out of his mouth, as well as 
by his great miracles and forgiving ſins: ſhe found a witneſs in 
her own heart, proving his commands to be divine. One 
evening, after the family returned to London, ſhe had the pleaſure 
to ſee the famous Conteſto, who had wrote upon religion, enter her 
aunts drawing-room : ſhe ſoon made herſelf of his party. The 


diſcourſe 
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diſcourſe turning upon the laſt book he had e ſhe was 
deſired to give her ſentiments of it. | 


Lady Sophia. . I hope the wiſe Conteſto will excuſe me, if I differ 
from him in one particular, ſince I approve. all the reſt of his 
book. I think you place too much power in the fallen nature; 
doing right ſeems peculiar to the life of grace. 

9 I think, madam, I can ſupport my opinion, if you 
admit of free-will in man: here is right and wrong ſet before me, 
tis in my power to chuſe the good and refuſe the evil. 

Lady Sophia. In ſcripture I find the evil I am to avoid is part 
of 1 and all the good I aim to do, receives a tincture of evil 
from the pride that accompanies my good actions: and how to be 
delivered from this evil of pride I know not, till I pray to God to 
take it out of my heart, and to goo; me a juſt apignan af my fallen 
nature. 

Conteſto. Madam, if man is incapable of doing right, you make 
God the author of fin. 

Lady Sophia. No, not fo; for, by his wiſe decree, all muſt: be 


born the children of Adam and partakers of his fin : but God, in 


his mercy, reſtores us to righteouſneſs, when, we are willing to 


reſign our ſinful nature; and, therefore, God is ſo far from being 
the author of ſin, that tis he alone that can take ſin out of our 
hearts. 


Conteſto. But, madam, how can man be accountable for his 


actions, if he has no power to do good ? 

Lady Sophia. If I am lame, I have no power to walk ; but, if 
a remedy is given me for to cure my lameneſs, 1 have power to take 
it; and, therefore, ſhall be accountable for refuſing the remedy, 
and alſo for the bad conſequences which may enſue from my not 


walking. 
, But how are you ſure the remedy will cure your 


lameneſs ? 


Lady Sophia. That muſt depend upon my faith in the perlen 
who offers it. I do believe, from ſeripture, that God has given me 
a promiſe to enable me to love what is right, tho' by nature I love 


what is wrong ; for, if ] did not, there would be no contradiction 
in my will to the will of God. 


Conteſto. 
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pprehend virtue is a habit: if a man uſes himſelf 
to do right, in time he will come to like it, | 

Lady Sophia. I think, tho cuſtom is a 8 nature, it cannot 
ke depended upon, for a ſtrong temptation often prevails over habit; 
and I never can, by habit, get The better of deſiring the good opinion 
of the world, for it is the vice of the fallen nature to ſet up ono in 
the opinion of thoſe it eſteems. 

Conteſts. How can you call love of efteein, d. bleed 1 Uke it to 
be a laudable virtue, and the motive of many great actions. 


Lady, Sophia. If I have a juſt opinion of myſelf, I ſhall not 


deſire eſteem to be given me for any good that is ſeen in me, 
being ſenſible the grace of God has wrought all the good; and 
therefore my taking eſteem to myſelf is robbing God of the glory 
which belongs to him alone. But 1 {peak as 4 ann who is 
always humble in his own eyes. 

Conteſto. Can you give me an inſtance of any 88 who, by 
divine gtace, has overcome all his ſins? I don't find your pretenders 
to inſpiration are better than other people, tho mn have more 


ſpiritual pride. 


Lady Sophia. 


Spiritual pride muſt proceed from want of inſpira- 
tion; y 


you will allow the fruits of the holy Spirit, mentioned in the 


Galatians, are holy tempers ; ſpiritual pride is not in that catalogue; 


pride of any kind cannot proceed from inſpiration, but is always the 
fruit of the corrupt tree; and whoſoever is only a pretender to in- 


ſpiration, remains in his natural ſtate; but whoſoever is really inſpired, 
will ſhew the fruits of the holy Spirit! in his life and converſation. 


Ce. Pray, madam, are you inſpired, are you perfect? 
Lad Sophia. If you fee any 


or 1 continually pray for the holy Spirit to change my corrupt 


in my own ſtrength : 
as to perfection in our nature, it can only be ſeen in Chriſt, and we 


perfect, than as his righteouſneſs is imputed to us; we 


grace into the likeneſs of our Saviour ; the imperfection you obſerve 


in fincere chriſtians, proceeds from the remains of the old nature, 
which perhaps may never be 1 eee till they go out of 


this body of fleſh, 
Congo. 


in me, impute it to inſpira- 
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3 Conteſto. Excuſe me, madam, arguing with you any longer; when 
you come to inſpiration, there's an end of argument: I can never talk 


with an enthuſtaſt. 


Lady Sophia. 1 believe your pretenders to inſpiration may be called ' 


enthuſtaſts ; for, I underſtand, a pretender to any thing is not poſſeſs- 
ed of the thing he pretends to have; but can you believe yourſelf able 
to perform any chriſtian virtue, without the inſpiration of the holy 
Spirit ? | | ERS „ VVV 
| P Conteſt Madam, I allow the influences of the holy Spirit, but I 
deteſt enthuſiaſts. 5 | V 

Lady Sophia. I pity enthuſiaſts; and, if T can be influenced by the 
holy Spirit, I hope I ſhall be inſpired to perform the chriſtian virtues. 
ts, | © +, [Contefſto tales his leave. 

Lady Sophia could never get a ſecond conference with Conzeſto ; 
ſhe was equally unfortunate with the reſt of her'aunt's viſiters, who 
were eſteemed knowing in religion : other converſation was become 
To difagreeable to her, that ſhe often retired from the moſt admired 
wits, to contemplate in her own apartment; her behaviour grew, 
at length, ſo particular, her aunt found herſelf obliged to take no- 
tice of it; ſhe found it abſolutely neceſſary to put her out of her 
family, upon the account of her daughters; and, as the young Ho- 
norio was upon the point of coming over, ſhe made that her pre- 
tence to ſettle Sophia in a houſe and family of ſervants, to receive 
her brother according to his rank. Lady Sophia had but juſt ac- 
quired the art of governing a family, when Honorio arrived from his 
travels, perfectly accompliſhed for a man of faſhion. The brother 
and ſiſter met with equal pleaſure, to ſee each other; Honorio liked 
every thing ſhe provided for his reception, and being. of a careleſs 
temper, averſe to buſineſs, put the whole of his affairs under the 


management of his ſiſter. The great love lady Sophia had to her bro- 


ther, made her a very good ſteward ; her greateſt difficulty was in 
avoiding parties of pleaſure her brother was continually making upon 
her account; but going into the country ſoon put an end to this per- 
plexity, tho' it brought in her way a much greater. There was in 
the neighbourhood a true country parſon, who had more of the far- 
mer than the divine; he had one only daughter, a pretty young 
creature about nineteen : lady Sophia ſoon perceived her brother grow 
x | parti- 
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d 1 this young woman, which was a great concern to her. 
She uſed all prudent means to draw him out of her way; which he 


4 0 


rceiving, grew more reſerved in her fight, and fo well deceived 
. ſhe thought no more of the affair, but was very aſſiduous in 
fortifying the mind of this young creature with religious principles, 


J ee might enable her to reſiſt temptation : ſhe thought what ſhe 


ud took ſome effect upon the mind of the young Maria; but one 


day (to her great ſurprize) ſhe heard ſhe had left her father's houſe, 


and was no-where to be found; ſhe had the ſatisfaction to ſee Honario 
ignorant of her flight, by the real concern he ſhewed to have her 
found : Honorio and the father of Maria ſpent ſeveral weeks in a 
fruitleſs ſearch ; and, when they id. gion up all hopes of finding 
her, Henorto, ſhewed ſhe was not indifferent to him, by the melan- 
choly that appeared in his countenance ; lady Sophia, who had long 
waited for an opportunity of telling her brother the chriſtian faith, 

ow thought him in a proper diſpoſition of mind to hear her ſpeak of 
the milerics of the fallen nature. There was, in the middle of a large 
wood, about a mile from the houſe, a Venetian building, which Ho- 
norio often made a retreat from his company; lady Sophia (as by ac- 
cident) took a walk that way, and, opening the door quietly, ſhe per- 
ceived her brother lying on a couch in a melancholy poſture, reading 
a letter; ſbe ſtood a few minutes obſerving the agitation in his coun- 
tenance ; he folded up the letter, and, with a deep ſigh, put it into 
his pocket; then, turning his eyes towards the door, he obſerved his 
ſiſter ; immediately he aſſumed an air of gaiety, and enquired after 
the company he had left; ſhe told him the company were well enter- 
tained with each other, and ſhe hoped they two might have half an 
hour's converſation. 5 , 


Hinorio. It will be perfectly agreeable to me to hear my dear 
Sophia diſcourſe upon any ſubject. FRE: 
Lady Sephia. Since you have given me liberty, I muſt chuſe my 
ſubject, and purſue a thought, which ſtruck me, fince I came into 
this room; which was, of the miſery I obſerve to be in every human 
creature; even you (who are the picture of happineſs) I am ſure 
feel nuſery, and, if you would own the truth, would tell me, you 
now. with yourſelf ſome other being than man, 34 


Honorio. 
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Hors. 1 know I am not happy, but that's my own fault, be- 


cauſe I can't govern my paſſions. 


Lady Sophia. Your affeckions are, undoubtedly, the cauſe of your 
miſeries; but to govern affections is not in our power; tis the nature 


of man to love evil, under the appearance of good; and fo blind is 


his reaſon, that it cannot diſtinguiſh the evil in diſguiſe, till he ſuffers 
1 Hinofio. I will allow any thing to the power of affection, and 
that it often makes our miſery, but ſometimes it makes us happy; 
and, if a man could love nothing in this world, it would not be worth 
living in ; we muſt take the good with the bad, and make ourſelves 
as happy as we can. MR Ee n een 
Lady Sophia. If I can fix you in the reſolution of being as happy 
as you can, and you will truſt me, I will inſure you a happineſs you 
have never yet taſted; and which, when you have, the whole world 
will not bribe you to reſigg. VCP 0 
 Honorio. T will never believe that any man can be happy always; 
and, as to your ſcheme, I take it to be all fancy. _ 


Lady Sophiz, Why ſhould you think God has not provided a 


happy ſtate for man? can you think God could make à being to be 
its own tormenter? ſure, this thought is not worthy of your idea of 
the ſupreme power, who created all things. 


Honorio. I believe the ſupreme Being is all goodneſs, and gives me 


more than I deſerve, and I am an ungrateful creature not to be con- 
tented with what I have. _ | i 5 
Lady Sophia: Your feeling yourſelf an ungrateful creature, and 
deſerving puniſhment, proves to you that you are in a fallen nature; 
what I would have you conſider is, how your nature can be reſtored 
to what it ought to be. 

Honorio. Siſter, J muſt tell you, if you talk of a fallen nature, 
and being reſtored, and this ſort of ſtuff, you will be thought mad: 
come, let us go back to the company. | 


Lady Sephia. J am ſorry you will not hear all I have to ſay: 


for, ſure, you might be convinced of the truth, if you would attend 
to It. | ; f ? | 
8 | Honorio returns to the company. 
Lady Sophia continues ſome time in contemplation, reaſoning with 
herſelf why almoſt every body is averſe to hear a truth which fo 
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much concerns their own happineſs. Surely, ſhe ſaid, our nature 
muſt be greatly averſe to truth; for, till we can prevail upon people 
to pray to God for that holy Spirit, which leads us to all truth, 
tis in vain to ſhew them the chriſtian truths, for they cannot ap- 
prehend them till the mind is enlightened by the holy Spirit of 
God; and, till they can be perſuaded to venture giving up their 
pleaſures in this world, they will not be prevailed upon to pray 


that they may be led to the truth. I found the world was the 


great obſtacle to my religion. I thought I could never bear to 
live alone, and be deſpiſed by every body, wiſe and unwiſe ; but 
how different does the world appear to me now ? nothing but my 
affection to my brother could make me endure it; but the little 
gleam of hope I have he may be one day convinced of the truth, 
by a ſiſter he dearly loves, makes it ſeem criminal in me to retire. 
As lady Sophia was returning back to the houſe by the fide of a 
bench in one of the covered walks, ſhe obſerved a piece of white 
paper folded like a letter; ſhe took it up, and, perceiving it was 
really fo, opened it, and, looking for the name, ſhe found it ſub- 
ſcribed Maria: having a concern for that young creature, ſhe could 
not forbear reading the contents; which were as follows. 


Maria's Letter to HonoR1o. 5 


My LoR p, 55 | Digs h 
38 1 beg your pardon for having diſappointed you, and a thou- 


ſion; my love was ſo great, it hurried me to comply with your 
«* requeſt of meeting you in the ſummer-houſe; the trouble J felt 
in my mind keeping me waking all the preceding night, as ſoon 
* as day-light appear d, I began to dreſs myſelf, and adorn my per- 


« ſon as well as I was able, putting on my filk gown, and all my 


* beſt things; the papers you gave me remain'd ſtill in my pocket; 

e the diamond ring, I thought, look d well upon my hand; when 

e had finiſhed my dreſs, I ſet out for the appointed place, full of 

guilty joy; love quicken'd my pace, and I found myſelf in the 

ſummer-houſe, an hour before the appointed time of ſix; the 

« ſun ſhining in a very glorious manner thro the trees made - 
9 cc mo 


* ſand times over for having ever encouraged your criminal paſ- 


. 


e thro the wood, as faſt as fear could carry 
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„ Felis! 


ec moſt chearful ſcene; a profound ſtillneſs of all ſounds, except 


ee the warbling of the birds ſo innocently gay, ſtruck me with a 
* ouilty ſhame, that I could not join with the brute creation in 


« my ſong of praiſe; I began to wiſh your appointment had been 


« made in a dark night, and the garden illuminated with the 


« artificial light of lamps; but, on a ſudden, I determined to caſt 


« away thought, and returned into the ſummer-houſe; there lay 


ea book upon the table, which I, taking it for a novel, opened, with 


<« a defign to divert my. too ſerious. thoughts; but how much 


« more ſerious were they made by finding in my hand a prayer- 


- 


Fu 


book? and, the prayer that firſt met my eyes being for one 


c under a ſtrong temptation, I read it through, and was frighted 
at myſelf. I then took the papers, and the ring you had given 


A 


0 


« me, and flung them upon the couch with ſurpriſing reſolution, 
« and with the ſame ſpirit ran out of the ſummer-houſe, and 
me; when I came 
te to the bottom of the walk, I found a gate that was lock d, which 
« I jump'd over in an incredible manner: when I found myſelf 
« in the great road, I began to feel ſafer, but walked on as faſt as 


could, till an empty poſt- chaiſe paſſing by me, I prevailed with 
the poſtihon to take me in, and carry me whither he was going: 


J am now in a place where you will never enter: pray think 


e no more of me; I thank God, my love to you leſſens every day. 


— 


i hope you will forgive all the miſtakes and failings in 


« Your poor Maria.” 


Lady Sophia was full of ſurprize to find the affair had been car- 
ried fo far between her brother and Maria, and delighted to ſee 
ſhe had eſcaped with innocence : ſhe laid the letter in the 
where ſhe found it, and walked on towards the houſe ; at the door 


place 


ſhe met her brother, . who paſſed by her without ſpeaking, and 


ran up the walk which ſhe came down: for ſome weeks ſhe per- 
ceived her brother had a deep melancholy upon him, and that he 


tried all ways to divert himſelf: ſhe often tried to ſpeak of reli- 
gion, but he would not bear to hear any thing of that nature; 
at length ſome of his intimates came from London to viſit him ; by way 


of amuſement, he takes them to a race, about twenty miles diſtance. © 
| Lady 


! 
Lady Sophia lived alone for a fortnight, which, as ſhe ſpent it ey 
tirely in devotion, ſeemed to her but a few hours; Honorio and his 


companions returned in great ſpirits; lady Sopbia was forced to ſutn- 


mon her chriſtian patience to endure. their noiſe ; the firſt thing 


| the attended to of what they told her was, they had met with her 


couſin Flirtilla ; Honorio told her ſhe expreſſed great affection for 

Her, and talked of making her a viſit; they ſpoke- very much iti 
praiſe of her perſon and equipage; lady Sophia having been iff 
uſed by her aunt lady Pleafe-all, Honorio, who was piqued at her 
behaviour, never had viſited his aunt, nor ſeen the beautiful Fir- 
tilla, who was lately married to Sir Simon Caſh, a wealthy citizen: 


lady Sophia, who had no cauſe to reſent any ill uſage from her 


aunt's daughters, was very glad to hear ſhe intended to come, 


having hopes ſhe might become ſerious, now the was a wife: 
the next day, being very fine weather, Honorio aſked his ſiſter to 
take the air in his chaiſe, and in a frolick drove her to the ſeat 
of Sir Simon Caſb: lady Flirtilla received her old friend with =_ 
joy, and perſuaded: them to ſtay two or three days: lady $ 

perceiv'd marriage had made no change in the lady Flirtilla; 2 
thought her behaviour rather too gay for a wife; and, the firſt 
opportunity, ſhe determined to talk to her upon that ſubject : —— 
morning, when Honor: and Sir Simon were gone to field-ſp 

lady Flirtilla propoſed a walk in the woods to lady Soph1a, whi 


readily accepted the offer. In the walk lady Sophia begins her 
diſcourle. 


Lady Sophia. I am very glad to ſee my good friend miſtreſs of 
ſo large a fortune, and that ſhe is married to a man who relieves 
her from the trouble of management, which I know is ſo contrary 
to her temper ; but hope you will now conſider the prudent. part, 
and conform your behaviour a little to the manner of the family you 


are come into, who, perhaps, may diſapprove ſome of your inno- 
cent gay ways, they don't underſtand. 


Lady Flirtilla. I believe my dear Sophia is the beſt creature thn 
ever was born ; pray tell me whenever I do wrong ; I hope we ſhall 


be a vaſt deal together this winter; I intend to dine with you every 
day Sir Simon goes into _ City. 


Lady 


, ( ww] 


Lady Sophia. T would have you inform yourſelf about the 


> chriſtian religion: I believe you are very ignorant in the ſcriptures ; 


while we are together, let us make them our ſtudy. | 

Lady Flirtilla. 1 often read a chapter on a Sunday, tho I don't 
know why I read the {ſcriptures more on that tay than any other. 
Tell me why. people are more religious on a Sunday than on a 
Monday: no-body goes to church on a Monday morning. 

Lady Sophia. Sunday is called the Lord's-day ; tis a day of reſt 
from worldly bufineſs; a day in which we remember the creation 
of the world and the redemption of mankind. You muſt under- 
ftand you are born in ſin, and cannot go to heaven when you die, 
unleſs you believe in Chriſt. | 


Lady Flirtilla, I deſire to go to heaven, when I die: 1 believe 


in God, but I know nothing of Chriſt. T2 | 
Lady Sophia. If you believe in God, and deſire to pleaſe him, 
you will ſoon become a believer in Chriſt; becauſe you will ſee in 
the ſcriptures, it is pleaſing to God you ſhould believe in him 
whom he hath ſent. N 5 | | 
Lady Flirtilla. Indeed, my dear couſin, I don't underſtand a 
word of your diſcourſe. ES 


Lady Sophia. Have you never heard of Good- Friday, why it is 


kept a faſt ? "3 

Lady Flirtilla. Good-Priday ! what'is it? Pray, why is one Fri- 
day better than another ? - | 

Lady Sophia. You ſhall read a book I will lend you, which tells 
you the meaning of all theſe days. : 

Lady Fhrtilla, Is it a diverting book? 

Lady Sophia. Child, you want improvement more than diver- 


fon: 1 am really ſorry to fee you ſo ignorant of what is ſo neceſſary 


tor you to know. 


Here they met with Eunoris, who put an end to this diſcourſe. 


Lady Sophia and Honorio returned home the next day: fir Simon 
and his lady promiſed to come to them in a fortnight. Hono- 
710 talked all the way of lady Flirtilla, and begged of his fifter, 
as a favour. to him, ſhe would never ſpeak again to her upon the 
{ubje& of religion, for ſhe could not bear it. Lady Sopkza flattered 


herſelf ſhe ſhould now enjoy a fortnight's quiet: but, alas! in two 


days 
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days came lady Flirtilla; fir Simon, having received intelligence of Ke 
death of the Great Mogul was gone poſt to London to manage in the 
ſtocks, and lady Flirtilla took this opportunity of coming to her dear 
Honorio. Lady Sophia was ſo prepoſſeſſed with her brother's having 
a real paſſion for Maria, that ſhe was blind to his growing affection 
to lady Flirtilla. Theſe two loyers were ſo well pleaſed with each 
other's company, that they gave lady Sophia liberty to enjoy the 
greateſt part of her time in her own apartment. Sir Simon was ſo 


taken up in managing his money, for a whole month, that he never 
thought of lady Flirtilla; but, when he did, he ſent for her to 


town, not being able to leave his affairs, 'till it was certain whether 
the Great Mogul was alive or dead. "Twas with great regret ſhe left 
the country: but, not many days after, Honorio told his ſiſter he 
ſhould remove his family to London for the winter. How gladly 
would lady Sophia have lived alone in the country-houſe ! but, 
ceiving her brother to grow ſtill fonder of her, ſhe was willing to | 
try one winter, in hopes he would give her leave to ſpeak ſome- 
times to him upon religion. 

Two. days after Honorio was arrived in town, parſon Phd was 
ſurprized with the fight of his daughter Maria, whom he met within 
one field of his houſe : ſhe fell on her knees, and aſked his pardon 
for having left him without leave, but hoped, when he heard her 
reaſons, he would rather commend than blame her. . 


' Parſon: Plad. ] deſire you will walk back to the farm-houſe, for 
I can't tell whether I ſhall receive you or not, till I have conſulted 
your mother: but let me hear your reaſons for running away 

Maria. I did not fly from you, ſir, but from the criminal ſollici- 
tations of Honorio, which I could not otherwiſe eſcape. 

Parſon Phd. What did Honorio propoſe to you ?. 4 

Maria. The terms upon which Honorio would receive me were a 
ſettlement of three hundred pounds a year for my life, and the pro- 
miſe of doctor Creeps parſonage for you. 
_ Parſon Pod. Doctor Creeps parſonage ! why that is a good five 
hundred pounds a year; and upon my word three hundred pounds a 


year for a girl that has nothing is a fine preſent. Where is this 
ſettlement ? 


Maria. 


ſurely. 


L411 


Miria. Oh! fir, when it pleaſed God to give me power to 
leave Honorto, I ſcorned his ſettlement, and left it at the place of ap- 


pointment. | 1 $37 
Parſon Phd. Child, why did not you conſult me in your affairs? 
perhaps I might have drawn him in to marry you; a man muſt love 


a woman very well who gives ſo handſomely : I am ſure he took a 


world of pains to find you, and paid all my expences in meſſengers 
upon that account ; indeed, I thought it was all done out of reſpe& 


to me and my wite, but I find now it was all on your account. But, 


child, you ſhould have given the paper of the parſonage to me, 
that was mine; giving him back your own ſettlement was ſufficient 
Maria. Oh! fir, could 1 keep any thing that I knew was given 
as a purchaſe for fin ? | 

Parſon Pld. But, child, what do you intend to do? your mother 


and I can't keep you; for all the country thinks you are with child, 


and it will be a ſcandal to me to harbour you in our family. 


Maria. I thought it my duty to come to you, as ſoon as Hauri 


left the country; before I durſt not come. Don't be fo cruel as to 
ſuſpe&t my honour. | G 2 0 
Parſon Plad. Let me hear where you went, and what you did, 


when you were abſent, that I may ſatisfy the neighbours. 


Maria. I met with a poſt-chaiſe in the great road, whigh carried 


me to London; I was ſet down in Piccadilly. I begged of God to 


direct me right, I caſt myſelf entirely upon his providence. - I 
wandered through ſeveral ſtreets; I ſaw many people, but none that 
looked as if they would afliſt me, till I met with lady Secludia; ſhe 
was coming out of a poor houſe, with ſuch an air of goodnels, 
that I thought ſhe reſembled the lady Sophia: 1 ventured to make 
her a curt'ly; ſhe immediately, with good humour, aſked me if 
I had not ſome trouble upon my mind ; I could not fpeak for ſome 
time: ſhe bid me follow her, which I did, and after making two 


more viſits to the poor, ſhe brought me to her own houſe. She 


bid me go into a little room, on the left hand of the hall, and 
compoſe my thoughts: (this little room was a repoſitory for the 
poor; on the one fide was a preſs filled with coarſe cloathing, on 
the other a cloſet filled with medicines, and ſhelves filled with 
books to give away:) I ſat down, and remained like one in a trance, 

| F thought 
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thought being in a manner ſuſpended. Very ſoon the lady Secludia en- 


tered ; in the tendereſt manner ſhe led me into my ſtory ; but when 


I related the eſcape I made from the guilty appointment, ſhe burſt into 
tears of joy, and ſaid, Let us give God the glory; upon which, kneeling 
down and I by her fide, ſhe made a moſt heavenly prayer, in which 
I felt a divine joy I never had felt before. She afterwards ſaid many 
kind things to raiſe my ſpirits; one of which was, that I ſhould be in 
her houſe, till I could ſafely return to my friends; my anſwer was, 
I never durſt return to my father, while he continued ſo near Ho- 


norio; ſhe very obligingly replied, it would be proper for me to 


ſee my father, when Honorio was abſent ; but ſhe would give me a 


letter to the lady Peliciana, that, if I found any inconvenience in 


living with my parents, I might have a ſecure retreat with her. 
She adviſed me to write to Honorio, which letter ſhe would convey 
to him. I faid, I grieved to think what Honorio would ſuffer upon 
my account, for he loved me dearly; the begged I would comfort 
myſelf in regard to Honorio, for all men, in their old nature, were 


inconſtant, pleaſure was their purſuit, and when one object was 


removed, they ſought another: at preſent you think Honorio all 
perfection, and, indeed, he is eſteemed as one of the beſt of the 


young men; but the chriſtian ſees there is nothing good in us, and 


none to be depended upon but who are believers in Chriſt, for the 
others live only in regard to the world. One of theſe beſt young men 


will endeavour to ruin as many young girls as pleaſe his fancy: 


he ſeldom enquires whether his tradeſmen are paid, tho' he 1s 
punctual in diſcharging his debts of honour ; he lets his domeſticks 


Tuin themſelves, and it is rather a matter of mirth than concern to 


hear of their ſufferings ; he lives without God in his family, and 


contrives his ſervants ſhould have moſt work upon the day of reſt : 

he ſupports vice, and ridicules religion; this he calls ſincerity, for 
tis his nature to do wickedly : he is, in the world, the inſtru- 
ment of evil, which is a dreadful thing to think of; and ſuch a 
perſon is your Honor:o / pray to God to ſhew him to you as he is in 
his fight. I lived three months in this heavenly family, where 
religion was the conſtant theme of converſation ; I never heard a 
word ſpoke in regard to the preſent world, but what was abſolutel 

neceſſary: we had prayers publick and private every day, and the 
ſeriptures expounded, I find a ou change of heart, ſince I have 


known 


LI 


known what religion is. Veſterday the lady Secludia informed me 
Honorio was come to town; this news made me very defirousto leave 
it, tho I could have ſtaid for ever in her family. She took a tender 
leave of me, and put in my hand a letter to lady Feliciana, in Cornwall, 


with twenty guineas to bear my expences. Now, ſir, you have my 


whole ſtory. 8 | 
Parſon Phd. Well, child, I am glad it is no worſe with you; 
come along with me, I believe your mother will receive you. 


Maria lived with her parents very peaceably for ſome time; but 
now obſerving her father very deficient in the. office of a chriſtian 
miniſter, in a meek and humble manner ſhe endeavoured to ſhew 
him his duty ; ſhe mentioned prayers in the family, prayers in the 
church twice every day, a ſacrament every Sunday, catechiſing the 
children Wedneſdays and Fridays, viſiting the ſick, reproving the re- 
probates in their own houſes, rebuking ſwearers in the high roads, 


telling godfathers and godmothers the danger of being forſworn, 
and the forbidding cards and drinking in his own houſe. This 


diſcourſe ſo fired both father and mother, that Maria was quite 
| ſurprized, for ſhe thought theſe duties were omitted through igno- 
rance : her mother, who was both ignorant and vulgar, ſaid the girl 


was turned Mabometan, and that ſhe durſt-not let her ſtay in the 


houſe, for fear ſhe ſhould bewitch her family: her father took a 
place for her in the weſtern ſtage the Monday following, which 
ae Maria to the ſeat of lady Feliciana. | | 

The lady Sophia and Honorio began to live in their houſe in 
town, after the ſame manner they had done laſt fpring ; but this 
regular way of life was ſoon diſturbed by the lady Flirtilla, who 
put it into Honorio's head to have a concert once a week, and all 
the polite company in town invited, and a ſele& party kept for a 
ball; this he propoſed to lady Sophia, who diſcourſed the matter with 
him as follows : | | 


Lady Sophia. Dear brother, why ſhould you inſiſt upon my 
doing a thing ſo diſagreeable to me, which you have often told me 
you diſiked ? 1 | 
. FHonorio, I did once diſlike muſick I own, but now I am ex- 
ceſſwely fond of it, and I muſt have it: I will do the honours myſelf; 
: . | 12 only 
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only you make your appearance for an hour, and ſay you don't love 
muſick, and no-body will mind your leaving us. 

Lady Sophia. I beg you will excuſe me in a ceremony ſo contrary | 
to my way. 

Honorio. Well, do as you pleaſe ; the world knows you love to 
be particular: 1 will try if lady Flirtilla will ſupply your place. 


This propoſal lady Flirtilla readily accepted ; and no-body' s houſe 
was now become ſo agreeable to the town, as Honorio s; and lad 
Flirtilia took care that lady Sophia's footman viſited every great lady 
in town ; ſhe ſoon became the ſole manager of Honor:o's family and 
fortune; lady Sophia ſeldom ſaw her brother but in company, and 
perceived every day the world prevailed with him more than ever : ſhe 


ſometimes {poke to him of his expences, which ſubje& he could as 


Ul bear as that of religion: in this way they ſpent the winter, lady 
Sophie being entirely ignorant of what the world ſaid, in regard to 


her brother's friendſhip with lady Flirtilla, when one morning ſhe 
received the following 


. IX. 
M DAN. 


The world eſteems you a woman of ſenſe and religion; but 
* 1s that conſiſtent with your encouraging an intrigue between lady 
« Fkirtilla, a married woman, and your brother ? I don't know 
« what views of intereſt you may have in this black deſign, but am 
* {ure nothing can excuſe you in my eyes, however you may deceive 
the world with your pretended religion.” 


Sunday night, March 22. 


Lady Sophia read over this barbarous letter ſeveral times, which 
diſturbed her mind more than ſhe imagined words could ever have 
done; ſhe now ſet herſelf to obſerve the behaviour of her brother 
and lady Flirtilla, which by a thouſand circumſtances convinced 
Her they had a real paſſion for each other; ſhe took the firſt op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to lady Flirtilla, whom ſhe knew to be a vir- 


tuous. 
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Fa 
tuous creature in her own thoughts, tho really criminal in hers, by 
iving the leaſt encouragement to any man's paſſion, after the became 
a wife. Lady Flirtilla, hearing lady Sephia was not well, and kept 


her room, came to make her a viſit; ſhe entered with a gay fatif- 


fied air. | 


Lady Flirtilla. My dear Sophia, what is the matter? you look 


ten years older than you did a week ago. 


Lady Sophia. I am really vexed; take this letter, and read the 


_ cauſe. 


Lady Flirtilla, having read the letter, with great confuſion in 
her countenance, ſaid : Ke, | 

Lady Flirtilla. Can you gueſs who writ this abominable lye? 
but the beſt way is take no ſort of notice of it; I would have you 
appear with me and your brother together every-where, and brave 
it out to the world; I ſhall inſiſt upon this behaviour from you, to 
clear me of all ſuſpicion. wo 13 


Lady Sophia. I perceive you regard the ſhare the world has in 


this affair, more than I could wiſh you to do; tis no matter what 
the world ſays; but are you clear in your own mind, that you 
look upon my brother with an indifferent eye ; that he is no more to 
you, than any other man? your affections ought now to be entirely 
confined to fir Simon. 4 | 


Lady Flirtilla. Sir Simon, J aſſure you, is very ealy with my 
conduct, and has never ſaid a word about this affair; he never was 


fonder of me, than at this preſent time; and we, never lived hap- 
pier together. 5 | 

Lady Sophia. A letter, like mine, would probably turn the ſcale, 
and make him very unhappy, as it has done me. 

Lady Flirtilla. What would you have me to do? if I ſhould alter 
my behaviour, that would be proving to the world I have been in 


the wrong: I think the beſt way is to take no notice, and go on 


Juſt as we do; only let you and I be more together. 
Lady Sophia. I confider nothing but the chriſtian part in this 
affair; I fear you love my brother better than you imagine; and 
that the affection which you now think ſo innocent, may through 
indulgence, in time, become criminal ; nothing but the chriſtian 


religion will ſet you free from theſe bondages, in which the world 


entangles all its votaries; tis impoſſible to live the life you and all 
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I die, to leave a pretty handſome ſum to the foundling-hoſpital. 
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fine people do, without being in continual danger of loſing your 
eace of mind. 

Lady Fiirtilla, You know, I never will hear you talk Upon 
religion ; and ſo your ſervant. 

Lady Sophia was grieved to ſee * Flirtillo obfiinute 1 in reſiſting 
religion ; Which, ſhe knew, could only relieve her from a paſſion 
that was leading her into great miſery. 

Sir Simon Caſh, who was. a good-natured man, and had regard 
for lady Sophza, upon account of her ſcreening his aukwardneſs, and 
informing him in the manners of the polite world, of which he was 
entirely ignorant, came in in this inſtant. 


Sir Simon Caſh. I fear my viſit 1s rather of the lateſt to a ſick 
lady; but I was reſolved to aſk you how you did myſelf; I had been 
with you an hour ſooner, but that I met with a ſtop at Temple- 
Bar; pray, how do you do ? | 

Lady Sophia. I am rather better; theſe little warnings of death, 
fir Simon, are very neceſſary to put us in mind, that our great change 
w1ll certainly come. 

Sir Sz7707. I think, if a man wrongs no-body, and takes care of 
his family, he need not trouble himſelf much about death. 

Lady Sophia. Don't you allow, fir Simon, we muſt give an ac- 
count of our time? God has given us time in this world, to im- 
prove for eternity ; your eternal riches are all ſpiritual, and we ſhall 
carry them with us out of the world ; all the reſt of our riches we 
muſt leave behind us for other people to ſquander away, 

Sir Simon. Madam, don't think I am unmindful of my . | 
in the other world neither; I go to church every ſabbath-day, and. 
all that part of the family which belongs to me I take with me; 
I don't ſwear, but when I am in a paſſion, and then I am ſorry for 
it: indeed, I don't give much to the poor, becauſe J intend, when 


Lady Sophia. I with, fir Simon, that money you intend for the 
foundling-hoſpital, was given in your life-time ; for, when you are 
dead, tis no longer yours; you are then giving away the right of 
your next heir, 2 | 
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Sir Simon. Why, now, I can't perſuade: myſelf to give this money 
in my life-time, and yet I am willing to give it after I am dead ; you 
are a wiſe woman; tell me what is the reaſon of this? | 

Lady Sophia. The reaſon of this is, fir Simon, that you love 
your money, and prefer the earthly before the heavenly treaſure ; 
you are ſenſible you don't want this money; but you can't part with 
it, becauſe you love it: now God requires that we ſhould love thoſe 
things that are eternal; he bids us give him our hearts, which are 
our affections; and this we muſt. do in this life, in order to have 
treaſure in heaven. 9 | 

Sir Simon. Why, madam, do you think one mult love nothing 
in this world? money helps us to every thing; ſo that, if a man 
may be allowed to love any thing in this world, he muſt keep his 
money. Ha! ha! b 1 

Lady Sophia. If I love the world, I cannot love God; and in the 
love of God conſiſts all my heavenly treaſure. | 

Sir Simon. Tis my love of money (you are in the right) makes 
me take pains to get it; I would give up all the pleaſures in the 
world, to get money: I am ſure a man has more pleaſure in getting 
money, than he has in ſpending it. | 

Lady Sophia. If you could love God, as well as you love money, 
you would give up all pleaſure to ſerve him, 

Sir Simon. Why, as you ſay, madam, we depend upon God for 
every thing we are to have in the next world; and then I hope 1 
ſhall love him: but is it neceſſary to love God, while we are in this 
world ? | + % 585 | : 
| Lady Sophia. Depend upon it, if you ever ſhould taſte the hap- 
pineſs I find in religion, you will own that God gives in this world 
far better things than money can purchaſe ; and he gives heavenly 
treaſure to all that aſk it of him. 

Sir Simon. Madam, you tell me ſtrange things, I will talk with 
you again upon this matter : I do think, as you ſay, that the trea- 
{ure I carry out of the world with me, is of more value to me than 


that I leave behind. 


After fir Simon was gone, lady Sophia had many reflections paſſed 
in her mind, concerning her brother's unhappy ſituation; at len 
ſhe determined to ſhew him his own evil heart, tho' ſhe feared the 
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conſequence would be a quarrel ; but that ſhe dreaded leſs, tho' ſhe 
loved her_brother extremely, than ſubmitting to a deceit, in ſeeming 


ignorant of his criminal paſſion ; ſhe had ſcarce made this reflection, 


when Honorio entered her room. 


 Honorio. Pray, have you ſent to enquire after lady Flirtilla's 
health this morning ? ſhe is very ill. 


Lady Sophia. Is Flirtilla ill? ſhe was here yeſterday. 


Honorio. You don't know ſhe's ill? you have made her ill with 


your hypocritical cant: what could you mean by ſhewing her that 
letter ? I know from whence it came; from that wicked mother of 
hers, that hates her. 

Lady Sophia. Brother, you are very warm in this 713 I fear 
your affection is more, than it ought to be, for a married relation. 

Honorio. How can I have too much affection for ſo valuable a 
perſon ? ſhe has more real goodneſs, and ſtrict honour, than any 
woman in the world: tho' ſhe is ſurprizingly handſome, ſhe does 
not know it: ſhe was never ſeen out of humour in her whole life, 
and makes the beſt of wives to that beaſt of a huſband, who does 
not deſerve her. . | 

Lady Sophia. I agree with you, that Firtilla is good-humoured 
and e oy and I am very ſorry to ſay, that you are her greateſt 


enemy, tho' you do love her ſo well; and till you are a greater 


enemy to yourſelf, whom you love better than Flirtilla : if you will 
hear me with patience, I will ſhew you Honor: as he is: but firſt 
let me hear what you think of yourſelf? 

Honorio. I think, I would not wrong any creature in the world. 

Lady Sophia. What do you think of poor fir Simon? you are 
ſtealing away his wife's affections; and would be glad to hear he had 
broke his neck : here I take you to be in the high road towards 
murder and adultery, both which begin in the heart. 


Henorio. So, madam, a very pretty character you give of your 
brother: is he not a thief allo ? 


Lady Sophia. Yes; a man that refuſes to pay his taylor's bill, 


once a year, is as much a thief, as he that ſteals a ſuit of clothes 
out of his ſhop. 


Honorio. Am I guilty of i 


Lady Sophia. I doubt you covet many things you don't poſſeſs: : 


you covet a larger eſtate; you covet a place at court; you covet a 
ribband; 
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good you think in yourſelf. 
Hmmorio. I think, I am a man of true honour. _ *' 
Lady Sophia. I deſire you will explain what you mean by a A man 
of honour ?.. 


wrong. 


White's. 
A man of honour Ane pays his debts of cen 
A man of honour neither beats his whore, nor ſtarves her. 
A man of honour never tells lyes, unleſs it be to women, trades- 
people, fathers, mothers, and waves. 
A man of honour never lies with his friend's how unleſs his paſſion 
gets the better of him. 
A man of honour never conſults any but a man of honour, 3 in his 
affairs of conſequence. 
A man of honour never diſcovers a private duel. 
. A man of honour never enquires into the reaſon of a challenge. | 
A man of honour delights to ſee two fellows box, and gives them 
F. money to animate their blows. . 
| A man of honour never pretends to have religion. 
A man of honour hates all that do pretend to have religion. 
A man of honour never ſays his prayers. 
A man of honour does not believe a word of the ſcripture. 
A man of honour makes Sunday a day of buſineſs. 
| A man of honour does not care where he goes, when he dies. 
2 A man of honour will fight any man that reflects upon his cha- 
MF eur: 


4 Lady Sophia. How differently do you and I une Na the man 
1 of honour? he appears to me the contraſt of what * have de- 
© ſcribed ; let us reverſe the character. | 
A. man of honour never will ſupport his friend in a wrong cauſe. 
= A man of honour tells the ſecret villainies he has ſeen at White s to 
9 every young fellow he meets. | 
1 A man of honour never contracts any debts of honour. 1 


3 | A man 


2 


ribband; you covet every 4 horſe that you ſee: now ns all the 


Honorio. A man of honour will ſupport his friend's cauſe right * 


A man of honour never betrays any villainies he has ſeen at. 
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A man of honour is true to his wife, whom he neither beats nor 
ſtarves. 
A man of honour never tells a lye upon any occaſion. 
A man of honour lies with no man's wife but his own. - 
A man of honour never conſults any, but an honeſt man, in his 


affairs of conſequence. 


A man of honour diſcovers a private duel to the re of the 


guard. 


A man of honour, if he receives a challenge, ſends for one of the 
challenger's friends, defires he will enquire into the reaſon of the 


challenge, and, if he judges him to be in the wrong, promiſes to 


acknowledge it, in the fame 62d where the affront was 
iven. | 


A man of honour hates to ſee two men boxing each other, ang 
gives them money to deſiſt from that cruel exerciſe. 

A man of honour imputes all his virtues to religion. 

A man of honour eſteems no-body, but who has religion. 


A man of honour prays to God to direct him hr 1 in all his 


actions. 
A man of honour believes every word in the ſcriptures.” 


horſes. 


A man of honour dreads: to go amongſt vitthing, whet! he dies. 

A man of honour dares not commit murder to fupport his cha- 
racter. 

Honorio. I can affure you, ſiſter, no gentleman will ſpeak to your 
man of honour; ; he will be thought a ſcoundrel, and kick d out of 
com 

Lady Sophia. The world, that now es ſeems to ſet wrong in 


the place of right ; and happy is it for thoſe who have courage to be 
particular in the right way, and not regard the world. 


Honorio. Siſter, you talk like a fool; every man of ſenſe does re- 
gard the world; no- body talks of wrong and right, every body tries 


to divert themſelves as well as they can ; theſe ſerious thoughts are 


quite laid afide ; it is very ill-bred to pretend to think, a man that 
is not continually laughing, will ever be well received in com- 
pany 5 a ſerious looking man will be TOO a fir Simon Caſh, 


who 


A man of honour makes Sunday a day of reft to his ſervants and 
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who is always calculating his' expences, and balancing his ac- 


Counts. 


Lady Sophia. I am ſorry to ſee you liſt yourſelf one of theſe 
wrong- headed people. 5 2 1 
Honorio. Now, as much in the wrong as you think me, I can 
aflure you, I always intend to do right; and a good intention is every 
thing; ur my , ̃ . rant 88 * 
Lady Sophia, Indeed, brother, you miſtake your intentions; you 
intend to pleaſe yourſelf, and would be glad to have what you do 
happen to be right; but this is not to intend right but pleaſure, which 
you make the motive of all your actions; but you miſtake your plea - 
ſure, for true pleaſure conſiſts in obeying the will of God, which is 
the rule of all right. Aan | 
Honorio. Siſter, if I was to follow your religious rules, they 
would make me mad; my nature requires to be diverted, I can't live 
WRISTS }97 1946 4 * F 
Lady Sophia. Brother, the fault is in your nature, 
FHhonoris, That I can't help. 8 . e 
Lady Sophia. You may aſk of God to give you a new nature, 
which he has promiſed to every one that deſires it; and in this new 
nature you will love what is right, and feel ſo much happineſs in 
your own mind, you would not defire to be diverted from it by 
worldly amuſements : brother, I obſerve, you don't attend to my 
diſcourſe, 5 x we 0 | 
Honori0, Siſter, I cannot attend to you, when you talk, of the new 
nature; you know I hate religion; I infiſt upon your going with me 
to ſee lady Flirtilla; you are well enough, I am ſure. | 
Lady Sephia. I really cannot countenance your friendfhip with 
lady Flirtilla, therefore don't expect me to viſit her. 
Honorio. Then, ſiſter, you and I muſt part: can I keep any body 
in my houſe, that refuſes to vifit lady Flirtilla? "OA * 
Lady Sophia. Brother, my affection for you is ſo ſincere that I 
muſt ſpeak the truth, and am ſorry you cant bear to hear it: I am, 
ready to leave you, if you deſire it; tho I would ſuffer any uſage, if 


I had a hope left that you would ever hear me upon the ſubject of 
religion, | EE ens 


G 2 | | . Honor, 


. = a \ Mis 
4 5 J N * 2 LOW of ——_ be 3 I - l . ( * 
- Fe,” f 
- o y LR 

ww ul, LOOSE / No OR IRS þ A E - . - . =_n 

8 S = 2 T . FCC . = y I p 

r - oo IL 3 — e eee g — 1 — Va CE IT ODE — — ————— — a — — —— — 

—_ ee eee nem propane EE ts ee re IEG. ee er A n S n DE nn nn on nan anne ela. ps — — 
2 " x 3 ” r rig ES ant: IR = — — 2 > 4 = 
F - W e 1 25 To 


Sr Ss SE Ds 
S 


« -<ix Th. 
. 


IN r 2 
2225 — l FC K 
rr e 


8 


Henorio.. You may depend upon my word, that 1 never will 
hear you upon the ſubject of religion. | 
Lady Sophia. Then I find we muſt part. 


Here ſhe: burſt into tears, which Honors called W e and 
running out of the room, clapped the door with ſuch a fury as 
alarmed the whole family: they Bund lady Sopbia fallen into a ſwoon, 
and the ſervants being exceſſively frightened, ran after their maſter, 
and told him their lady was dead y he ſwore they were all hypocrites, 
and they might take care of their hypocritical lady themſelves, and 
immediately left the houſe. . 

As ſoon as they brought lady Sophia to herſelf, che deſired to be 
left alone. She was now fully determined to leave her. brother, 
being convinced that ſhe. had loſt all power with him, to ſerve him 
either in the point of religion or fortune, For ſome days lady 
Sophia kept her bed with a fever; neither her brother nor lady 
Flirtilla enquired after her health. She was revolving in her mind 
where ſhe ſhould 80, when ſhe received the followin 8 letter from 
Maria: 1 i % Rp 7 


Letter from Maria 70 La) b. 


Hon, Madam, 


« I could not ſatisfy myſelf without 3 a the favours 
©* I have received from the lady Sophia : to her inſtructions, and 
the good books ſhe gave me, I impute. the firſt impreſſions that 
e inclined me to ſeek after religion, which now makes the happineſs 
of my life. By a recommendation from lady Sechudia (to whom 
I defire you will ſend the incloſed) I am introduced into the family 
« of lady Fekc:ana, your ladyſhip's couſin. I can't forbear telling 
you how happy J live: this lady's houſe is very large and ſtrong, 
« tho, they ſax, it has been built above three hundred years; the 
% country round it is very dry and pleaſant : the whole pariſh be- 
* longs to her ladyſhip : the 3 are all neat, and every one 
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has a gravel path that leads to the church: the people are well 


cloathed, and look pleaſed. They tell me it was a fad poor 
place, before this good lady came to live here; but now you 
neither ſee want nor extravagance, every body is employed, and, 
to oblige my lady, the ale-houſe people are turned bakers, and 


ſell no liquor ſtronger than good ſmall-beer. | Here is the fineſt 
contrivance to employ the idle hours, invented by my lady and 
mr. Knowall, (an old ſervant, who has lived in the family forty 


years; he underſtands all forts of trades; I have heard he has 
travelled round the world.) There is a building round a back 


court; on one ſide is a ſhop, where he teaches the farmers ſons 


to make every thing belonging to huſbandry: on another fide 
there is a ſhop, where he teaches to weave cloth of all ſorts; 
and over that a room, where he teaches to make ſuits of cloaths: 
on another fide there is a ſhoe-maker's ſhop, where they make 
boots and . ſhoes; and over-that a ſchool, where boys and girls 
are taught to read: and, on the other fide, a houſe, where 


women ſpin; and over that a room, where girls work plain- 


work and make manteaus ; here they ſay their catechiſm twice 
a week; I have the care of this room, which I find a very 
pleaſant employment. The order of teaching is in this manner: 
any young perſon may come who brings a ticket from their 
parents, which tells how long they may ſtay. My lady finds em- 
ployment for all people that want work; but ſhe pays them a 
halfpenny a day leſs than the farmers, becauſe ſhe would employ 


them only on ſuch times as the farmers can ſpare them: all 


theſe people go to church twice a day. Our church is the 
prettieſt place that ever was ſeen ; all the ſeats are the ſame, being 
fingle ſeats with high backs and matted; a feat holds four 


people, has four prayer-books, and at. each end a' glaſs lamp: 
there are two large branches for candles in the middle iſle : the 
pulpit is neat, and covered with purple velvet, as is the com- 


munion- table: at the lower end is a ſweet organ. Our parſon is 
a very good man, and grows a better chriſtian every day. We 


have prayers at half an hour paſt eleven in the morning: in the 


winter, evening-prayers begin at ſeven, in ſummer at eight. 


On Wedneſdays and Fridays the parſon expounds the catechiſm, and 
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L 341 
on other evenings he expounds done of the chapters: he gives 
the ſacrament every Sunday, and preaches morning and evening. 
We have every woe a pſalm, and the organ is played at the even- 
ing ſervice, People come twenty miles round to ſee our church 
lighted up on an evening: indeed it is a heavenly thing to be 
there. We have but one door to our church; and a room goes 
out of the church-porch that has a good fire in it, for people to 
dry their cloaths and warm themſelves, if it is bad weather. My 
lady has had very good health fince ſhe came into this country: 
ſhe gets up at ſeven in the morning; at eight the bell rings for 
family prayers, (which is in a large room that will hold forty 
people ;) no-body is denied coming in; this laſts half an hour: 
after prayers my lady walks about the houſe, and orders her 
affairs: at nine the bell rings for breakfaſt. Miſs Nealletta comes 
moſt mornings; my lady is very fond of her, becauſe ſhe is ſo very 
pious, My lady makes me breakfaſt with her. We have 
generally ſtrangers to breakfaſt, who come to be informed by my 


lady about religion; with them, and in the poor's room, my lady 


employs herſelf till the church bell rings; ſhe takes all in her 
family to church with her: we come back by twelve, for our 
houſe is very near the church, and has a covered walk that 
leads to it: at twelve, if it is fair, my lady takes her walks, and 
viſits her tenants, and all that ſhe thinks want her advice: the 
comes home about two, and retires till three: ſoon after we 
go to dinner, which is always plain, and conſiſts of four things, 
but we ſeldom dine without company: from five till ſix my lady 
viſits all her ſhops : at ſix we drink tea, and the parſon generally 
comes and ſtays with us till evening prayer: then we all go to 


* church, which laſts an hour: at eight we come back: between 


eight and nine my lady often plays to us on the organ, and fings 
an anthem ; (ſhe has taught me to play and ſing) my lady has a 
charming voice, and will teach any poor girl ſhe thinks will learn; 
at nine we ſup: half an hour after we have family prayers: at 
ten every body retires to their own N r My lady deſires 


her love to you, and ſhould be very glad, if you would ſpend the 
ſummer with her: I hope you will, for no people on this ſide 
heaven can live happier than we do. My lady is the beſt of 


« women ; 
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« women: the ſweet contentment in her countenance charms 


<« body that ſees her: her converſation is ſo heavenly, that it makes 


ce every body forget their weren Calmneſa and content oy» 
<« through the whole ONS 


Jam 


Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient 


Paradiſe-Hall, in the f „ 5 2 


County of Cornwall, 


And thankful humble Servant, 


Lady Sophia looked upon this invitation of her couſin's as the 


providence of God, who had provided her a friend in her afflictions : 
ſhe determined to accept the offer, being ſure ſhe ſhould like the 
manner of life Maria had deſcribed : ſhe ſent to Pam her brother 
with her deſign of going in two days. 

Sir Simon 2 , having heard lady Schi was going a long j journey, 


came to take his 3 and to offer his ſervice in er her 
money in the ſtocks. 


* 


$M Sir Simon Caſh. 
Lady Sophia. I am obliged to you, fir Simon, for this ems 


viſit: I am going to leave this town, finding I can be of no ſervice. 


to any creature, in the way I would wiſh to ſerve them. 
Sir Simon. Madam, I am ſorry you are going to leave us, but 


undoubtedly. you have your reaſons. Can I be of any 1 to 
you in money affairs? 


Lady Sophia. If you will take the trouble of managing my 
fortune, you will do me real ſervice, for I deſire to think as little 


of this world as poſſible. 

Sir Simon, I will venture to promiſe you a — fix hundred 

1 a year, lady; and, perhaps, a little more, if things go as 1 
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wich. I ſhall be glad to ſerve you, for I think. ”. are a good 


Woman. 


Lady Sophia. 1 with; fir Simon, you RY value me 0 Wh: 
as to conſider what I have ſaid to you in regard to your eternal 


intereſt. We have a great work to do in this ſhort life; we muſt; 


in this world, ſeek for A heavenly treaſures we are to live upon 
in eternity. 


Sir Simon. Pray tell me what you mean by heavenly treaſures? 


J can't rightly apprehend, how I can carry any treaſure with me 
into the other world. 
Lady Sophia. You are ſenſible, fir Simon, riches in this ous are 


only valuable, as they promiſe us ſuch things as we have a mind to 


have : we are ſenſible money will purchaſe the good things of this 
world, but is of no ſervice to us in the next: this heavenly treaſure 
I ſpeak of, is the riches we believers ſee hid in Chriſt, who has 
purchaſed for us, by his ſufferings, an eternity of happineſs. Now, 
as money helps you to all you want in regard to this world, ſo faith 
in Chriſt gives us believers this heavenly treaſure I ſpeak of; and, as 


we increaſe in faith, we improve our intereſt in the next world, 


which is our heavenly country and our new Jeruſalem. 

Sir Simon, If I could believe there was another country for me 
to live in, after I left this world, I think I ſhould take care to get 
this heavenly treaſure you ſpeak of; but I don't believe it enough to 
think it true; I believe it as if it might be, or might not be; 1 
think upon it I don't know how, as if heaven did not belong to me: 
I think I could like to go into juſt ſuch a world, when I die, as this 
I am now in. If theſe things you ſpeak of are true, why don't I 
believe them ? and, if they are not true, how come aer © believe 
them? tell me how this is, lady? 6 

Lady Sephia. The reaſon you don't believe in this heavenly 
country, 'fir Simon, is, that you now think it would be as impoſſible 
for you to live in it with pleaſure, as it would be for a fiſh to live 
in the air, or an ox to fly like a bird; but, through faith in Chriſt, 
our nature becomes ſo entirely changed, that we are made able to 
apprehend the pleaſures which are provided for us in the next life; 
and when we are poſſeſſed of ſpiritual happineſs, -we can readily 
comprehend there is a heavenly Feruſalem, and a PR land, 
* the righteous ſhall dwell to all eternity. 
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Sir Simon. But, madam, is it neceffary my nature muſt be chang'd, 
before I can comprehend theſe things you ſpeak of ? 


you pray to God to give you this new nature, he will give it you; 


make you begin to hate your money, and be ready to give it to 
every body that aſks it of you; for you will be afraid of riches, left 
they ſhould keep you out of the kingdom of heaven : you will di- 
vide the balance of your accounts, every year, amongſt the poor and 
indigent, and dread to begin, every new year, a richer man than the 


laſt. 


richer next year than I was the laſt! I can never pray for ſuch a 
change ; let me keep my money, and I will pray for any other change 
you would have me. 

Lady Sophia. Sir Simon, you are like the young man in the goſpel, 
who kept all God's commandments, but could not part with his poſ- 
ſeſſions to follow Chriſt. You ſee in this ſcripture how hard it is for 
2 rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven: I beg you will 
conſider, before it is too late, and weigh the difference between time 
and eternity: you will find it your real intereſt to give up all that 
oppoſes the Faith of Chriſt in your heart, which, to the believer, 1s a 

continual fountain of happineſs. 

Sir Simon. Madam, it is not ſo eaſy for me to part with my mo- 
ney as you think it is; I can't do this all at once; however III try if 
I can perſuade myſelf to give a ſhilling every day to ſome poor body 
7 other; this is eighteen pounds five ſhillings a year; won't that 

oO ? 

Lady Sophia. . You know, fir Simon, what is given to the poor, 
is lent to the Lord, and he will repay an hundred-fold. 

Sir Simon. I think it is my buſineſs then to pray for faith; for if 
I could believe in the {ſcriptures as much as you do, I am ſure I 

Thould give half my goods to the N 
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Here lady Sophia received a mich from Honorio, with an 
offer of his equipage to convey her to Cornwall; fir Simon ſaid he 
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3 would ride with her twenty miles of her way : the next day lady 
E | H Sophia 


Lady Sophia. Undoubtedly : : it is promiſed in ſcripture; and if | 


and then you will find ſuch a change in your affections, as will 


Sir Simon. How. madam ! hate my money, and dread to bo 
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MUST now deſire my 1 to carry his thoughts into 
Cornwall, where I ſhall lay the ſcene of the ſecond part of 
Worldly Compliances. Sir Simon Caſh attended upon lady __ 
her firſt day's journey, and then took his leave. 15 


Diſceurſe lenser Sie Sina ark Lady Sophia. 
Sir Simon. Well, lady, the pleaſure of your company you ſee has 


for once overcome my love of money: I may loſe an hundred 


pounds, by not being upon Exchazge this morning. 


Lady Sophia. I hope, fir Simon, the intereſting truths we have 


diſcours'd of in our journey will remain in your thoughts, and you 


will in time diſcover that great truth in ſcripture, that money is the 
root of all evil: when the love of money is rooted in the heart, we 
find it preferred even before eaſe, health, friends, children, pa- 
rents, and deareſt relations who interfere with our intereſt ; how 
do we weary ourſelves with fatigues of body and mind, neglect- 
ing wholſome food and neceſſary ſleep, to obtain a ſmall degree of 
gain ? this evil tinctures every action of 4 man's life, his thoughts 
being continually employ'd in improving his fortune in the beſt 
manner, and the diſpoſing of it with ſuch circumſpection, that the 
paying of ſux pence too much for any thing he buys will keep him 
waking for half a night; ſo that the anxiety of improving, the fear 
of loſing any part of his fortune, and the dread of being impos'd 
upon in the leaſt trifle, employ his whole thoughts, and ſhut out 
the contemplation of eternity. 

"WM a Sir 


renn 


[60 ] 

Sir Simon. Well, madam, you have deſcrib'd fir Scrape Save-all 
to the life; he is this very man, up early and late, at every market, 
and every fhop, if it is but for to buy a piece of mutton for his 
family, or a pair of ſhoes for himſelf ; he never loſes a good bar- 
gain for want of pains; I never din'd with him but once, and then 
IT obſerved he looked upon me with an evil eye at every lice I 
cut: I would not love money as he does upon any account. 

Lady Sophia. We ſhould look narrowly into ourſelves concern- 
ing this love of money, for it enters the minds of children, and 
keeps its poſſeſſion in old age: how few make a true judgment of 
its value? A man may throw it away upon vanity, that will com- 
mit an unjuſt action to gain it; which ſhews us the deceit of this 
vice, ever to be guarded againſt with the greateſt caution. None 
but the chriſtian keeps money out of his heart, and at the ſame 
time manages his income with prudence ; he looks upon his fortune 
as a truſt committed to his charge, which he is to diſpoſe of in the 
{ervice- of the Lord, and expects hereafter to render his accounts to 
him; in this temper he makes a juſt opinion of the value of mo- 
ney : he has no farther concern about it, than to diſpoſe of it as he 
ought for the time it is truſted to his care. 
Sir Simon. But, madam, a man may live to be old, and not able 
to make the beſt of his fortune; beſides which ſtocks may fall, or 
a man may be cheated in a mortgage, have his houſes burnt down, 
or loſe a ſhip in a ſtorm; and all theſe accidents muſt be provided 
for : 'tis a wiſe proverb, Lay up in youth, to make merry in old-age. 
Money makes Fiends at all times; and who can expect friends if 
they have no money,? I think I have given ſufficient reaſons to 
lay by for a rainy day. | 
Lady Sophia. This providing for every accident which may poſ- 
fibly happen is a deceit that draws us into the vice of covetouſneſs, 
and ſhews we ſet too great a value upon money, ſuppoſing that can 
make us eaſy under all events, or at leaſt that we cannot be happy if 
we are made a little poorer than we are at preſent ; whereas chriſtians 
think they are only nh for their maſter, who, if he takes awa 


their truſt, will always provide what is ſufficient for their well-being 


* 


in this world. 


Sir 


not loſe another day upon Exchange. 


LL | 
Sir Simon, Why, madam, this all ends in faith; and if I had your 
faith, I ſhould not care how ſtocks went; but, as I have not, I muſt 


| I heartily wiſh you a good 
journey, and I think I ſhall miſs you very much out of Londen, and 
ſo will other people too. 1 

Lady Sophia. My beſt wiſhes attend you: believe me ſenſible of 
your favours. Adieu. ” 


Lady Sopbia purſued her journey in great tranquillity of mind and 


ſatisfaction, to think ſhe had now really quitted the world. In fix 


days ſhe arrived ſafe at Paradiſe-Hall. Maria was ſo impatient to ſec 
lady Sophia, that ſhe walked five miles to meet her, and when ſhe 
ſaw her could not expreſs the ecſtaſy of her joy otherwiſe than by a 
flood of tears. Lady Sopbia was really ſo moved with the ſight of 
that young creature, that ſhe neither could forbear ſhedding tears; ſhe 
took her into the coach, and when they had a little compoſed them- 
ſelves, lady Sophia enquir'd after lady Feliciana's health, and deſir d 
Maria to tell her very ſincerely, if ſhe might conveniently ſtay with 
her, till ſhe had provided herſelf with a houſe in the neighbour hood. 
Maria aſſured her, that lady Feliciana expected her with the greateſt 
impatience, and that ſhe might be quite. eaſy in being with her as lon 

as ſne pleaſed; for it was one of her greateſt pleaſures to ſupply the 


wants of every creature that was near her, and eſpecially her chriſtian 
friends. | 


* 


A Diſcourſe between Lady Sophia and Maria. 


Lady Sophia. My dear Maria, J cannot expreſs the joy 1 felt 
when I firſt heard you were ſeeking after the chriſtian faith; I make 
no doubt but you have found great comfort, as all do who are 


ſincere, 


Maria. I really have been bleſsd with fuch great comforts, I am 
almoſt afraid to ſpeak of them, leſt they ſhould not be believ'd ; but 
lady Sophia (I dare ſay) has felt the ſame, and therefore will not 
think me mad, when I declare I have partaken of the promiſes in 
the goſpel, that Joy and peace in believing that I have a Saviour who 
ves me, a poor finful ungrateful creature. | : 
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Lady Sophia. You make me partaker of your Joy, while you de- 


clare it: we chriſtians have the bleſſing of imparting our Lord's gifts 


to each other, and are united. in one ſpirit, of one family, have one 
Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, and may rejoice together : but, my dear 
child, you muſt not expect always to remain in this joyful ſtate ; there 


-will come a time, when you will experience that holy mourning 


mentioned by our Saviour ; you will be ſhew'd your ſinful corrupt heart, 
by the oppoſition it will make to your chriſtian exerciſes. Theſe trials 


you mult expect, for they are neceſſary to bring us to that total re- 
fignation of ourſelves required of us; we muſt be made ſenſible of 
that ſcripture, © Unleſs you forſake all, you cannot be my diſciple,” 


Maria. I hope the Lord will never take away my joy, for I think I 
cannot live without it; my heart is ſo filled with- the love of Goa, 
that I hope there is no room left there for any worldly affections to 
enter. 

Lady Sophia. The human heart is by nature ſo contrary to the 
chriſtian tempers, and the heart being (as 1 may ſay) the conſtitution 
of the ſoul, will upon many occaſions ſhew its corrupt affections; 
and the Lord often withdraws his grace in a degree, that we may be 
brought to a ſenſe of our evil diſpoſitions, by the ſtruggle they make 
to gain the victory over our chriſtian faith; then is our time of 
fighting againſt ourſelves, and when we have courage to do fo, the 
Lord gives his aſſiſtance, (tho we know it not) and will enable us to 


overcome through prayer, which is our fupport in this ſpiritual con- 


flict with our corrupt affections. Many of theſe trials the chriſtian 


muſt go through; but in every one of them, if he keeps ſtedfaſt to 


his faith, he will receive a new degree of faith in his Saviour, and a 


greater love to him, which will prove a full reward for all his ſuf- 
terings. 


Lady Sophia here caſting her eye into the road, IE lady Feliciana 
5 to meet her: ſhe {topped the coach, and ran to embrace her 
dear chriſtian el. | 


Diſcourſt between Lady F eliciana and Lady Sophia. 


Lady Feliciana. This is a bleſſing indeed to ſee my dear lady 
Sophia in my chriſtian retreat, which I have no thoughts ever to 
leave ; ; 


N x 2 Toy re? * 2 


RT; - 
I's 


RODE TIER Oe oe ERR Sd I 8 
3 CIS Th > . 2 8 (aa, ORs IF 8 25 8 E 8 : 4 Fo (He 
"ated as EN BC? OR Baer rs WT Ee Joy = . R n 
e ne EE oe, ER a ke 
8 =, = 0 ö . N S 2 R 8 PETS” 


8 


Sets, Mie HE! 


Z e 
3 
2 2 * 

% 2 8 — 
F 


3 
ns 
$42 
1 
* 
be 
"3 
7% 
> 
aL 


= 
1 Y 
22 
FA 
42 
ps 
Nee. 
by. 
ey 
9 
Fr #8 
YM 
* 
719 * 
„ S389 
5 
2 
* 
* 2 
£0 
ef 
<7 
2 
£8 Fay”. 
2 1 f 
ROT: 
* 33 
+. 1788 
WY 
; aa 
* 2 
Ay aF * 
1 , 
FD 
0 
p 2 
x 
os 
- 420 
£2 
"x 
oe 
+8 
3 >. 
FW 
1 
Re.) 
© - 
We”: 
* 3 
N W 
1 
F 
F _ 
SN 
_ 
—_ 
beth” 3 * 
SH. 
Xl 
_ 
a8 
">=y 8 
ww 3 
1 
Pa” 2 
WO 
8 
+38 
- 8 
1 
n 
4 4 * 
1 
"1 IG 
— 250 
WS 
» 
3 
WEE 
"= 8 
1 
4 
7 > 04 
© y 
1 
3 65 & 
8 
{Ra 
4; 280 
ps, ; 
455 Sa 
4 
7 
N 
e 
on 
NS 
Lv. 
#* © 
* 
2 
Tra 
E's, 5 
8 
1 
9 


= TORN 
Was 5 . 
2 
5 
3s; 
1 7 
oY 
N 
! $I 5 
3 
bo 
7 20M 
1 
1 
n 
9 £ 
1 
"+69 ' 
* 0 
1 


E 
leave; here we ſhut out the world, and only purſue our way to 
heaven, and are really as happy as we wiſh to be, truſting all to our 
dear maſter, who gives us many comforts, ſome beyond our hopes, as 
is this, to ſee my dear friend again in this world. | 
Lady Sophia. I hope I ſhall be ever grateful. to the Lord for all 
his mercies: the means he has uſed to draw me from my dear brother 
now ſhew me his care for my foul ; while I lived with him, twas 
not poſſible for me to give up my whole time to the Lord. I hope 
in this ſweet retirement I may live without any hindrance of my 
chriſtian purſuit. 1 
Lady Feliciana. I am not without hopes that our prayers will 
prevail even for Honorio's converſion; tho he is (at preſent) run away 
with by his pleaſures, yet I obſerve there is a ſincerity and obligingneſs 
in his temper, we ſeldom lee in obſtinate unbelievers. * 
Lady Sophia. I fear I ſhall hever be ſo happy to ſee Honorzo' be- 
come a chriſtian, I have omitted no pains in perſuading him to 
conſider this great truth, but all in vain; and at preſent his paſſion 
for lady Flirtilla has taken ſuch poſſeſſion of him, he thinks of 
nothing elſe. When we are alone, you ſhall hear my reafons for 
leaving him; but at preſent I muſt take notice of the neatneſs of theſe 
fields we are paſſing through. The whole country appears a garden 
agreeably planted ; theſe gravel-paths*(which Maria gave me an ac- 
count of) - muſt be extremely convenient to the farmers wives and 
daughters; but how do you prevail with them to keep their hedges 
ſo nicely cut, and to plant their trees in ſuch 4 regular manner? 
Lady Feliciana. Theſe new plantations (I think) look very pretty: 
I will tell you the way I have prevailed upon my tenants to keep their 
grounds 1n this neat order. My old gardener has a large field, which 
he makes a nurſery : when I came here, I found it crouded with young 
trees, and the farms quite unplanted through negligence of the te- 
nants; the men diverting themſelves with their country-games, and 
drinking at the ale-houſes, the wives poor and repining, and the 
children cloathed in rags. "Twas a melancholy fight for me, who 
had known theſe people flouriſhing when 1 was a child. 'I went 
round to every houſe, and grieved to find all ſunk into. wickedneſs, 
want, and miſery ; few could read to be underſtood, or had any notion 
of worſhipping God: they went to church on a Sunday without ex- 


petting any benefit from it, but out of mere cuſtom ; they generally 
| llept 
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and would deſire him to explain the ſcriptures. 


of their gueſts. 


e 
ſlept the whole time. After church was over, they began their 
wreſtlings, Sc. in the church- yard, and ended the day in the ale- 
houſe. None received the ſacrament, except upon their death- beds. 
I told them I was come to live among them, and hoped we ſhould 
be a happy pariſh, if we ſerved the Lord with ſincerity. I endea- 
voured by degrees to give them a notion of their fallen ſtate, and the 
good effects of faith in Cbriſt. I told them I would ſpeak to the 
parſon to have church every day at an hour after they had done work, 
I told them, if they 
liked it, I would make from every houſe a dry path to'the church, 
and cut their hedges for them at my own expence ; and, if they liked 
to have their farms planted, I would give them trees, and fend my 
gardener to put them in the ground : they all ſeemed pleaſed with 
theſe propoſals. My next point was to deſtroy the ale-houſes : theſe 
people were very poor, and glad to give up their houſes, upon my 
giving them a full diſcharge for their x In each of theſe houſes 


I placed a good fort of an old widow-woman, whom my baker 


taught to make a better ſort of bread than the-country-people com- 
monly eat; and my brewer taught them to brew good ſmall-beer. 
Theſe houſes had good beds for travellers, and ſtabling for horſes. I 
did not confine them in their eatables, leaving that to the conſtitution 
I gave each woman a ſack of meal and a buſhel of 

malt every week, by way of encouraging them to obſerve my orders ; 
for I found it quite neceſſary to the reformation of my farmers, and 
the ſuppreſſing the country-games, that there ſhould be no ale ſold in 
the pariſh; and to ſtrengthen my orders, I ſuffer no ale in my own 
family. It has pleaſed God to give a bleſſing to theſe endeavours, for 
now we have neither drinking, gaming, wreſtling, cock-fighting, 
Sc. The people behave. decently, the men are more. careful in 
providing for their families. The church, at ſeven, they look upon as 
their home, and are very affiduous to appear there, with as many of their 
family as they can bring. It gives me great comfort to ſee them 
even in this 'outward religion; and perhaps in time the Lord may 
open their . to receive the great bleſſing of faith in our Lord 


Feſus Chrift. 


Lady Sophia. It is really wonderful you have brought theſe oy 
imo ſuch a n _; and ſhews me what TEES 1 85 people 
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may have over their dependants; tho I imagine you have had ſeveral 
profligates leave their farms, rather than live in this regular way. 

Lady Feliciana. I think thoſe who have dependants ought to 
concern themſelves about their conduct; I grieve ſo many of my 
friends are careleſs in this point. Only fix of my tenants have de- 
fired to leave their farms, not being able to bear the reproaches caſt 
upon them in the markets, upon account of living in lady Fel:crang's 
pariſh ; tho' I never had a farm empty, but there were ſeveral people 
ready to take it. I made it a rule to let it to the man who ſhewed 
the moſt defire to become a chriſtian. _ e 

Lady Sophia. By theſe beautiful beds of flowers I obſerve placed 
about in this field, I imagine we are now drawing near to your 
uU. 1 | | 

Lady Feliciana. I propoſe to take you through my garden :-we 
muſt go over this bridge. | We; TO 15 

Lady Sophia. Which I muſt ſtop to admire. Theſe Gothick 
buildings are very agreeable to the eye, and. give us an idea of ſecu- 

_ rity, which is proper for a bridge over this rapid river. This cover'd 
walk now takes my eye; no ſummer-ſun can moleſt in this thick 
ſhade. The openings at the bottom ſhew your neat fields to perfec- - 
tion: your farm-houſes appear rural beauties. I muſt alſo obſerve 
the river running about your garden in little ſtreams, offering itſelf to 
water its enamelled banks of flowers : I think your feat well de- 
ſerves the name of Paradiſe- Hall. | 

Lady Feliciana. The river, that in this plate ſeems only to deſign 
our amuſement, is of great ſervice to ſupply my houſe, then my 
ſhops, and at the bottom of the hill unites its ſtreams to grind food 
for the pariſh. I will not tire you 7ow with walking through the 
wood; you ſhall go directly to your own apartment. | 4 

[Lady Feliciana leaves Lady Sophia. 


Lady Sophia could not help admiring the plainneſs and conveniency 
of her apartment: the bed-chamber was large, had fine a view of the 
wild country, with a diſtant proſpect of the fea : the furniture was 
white, a kind of ſerge, light and warm, which ſhe concluded was 
the product of lady Felictana's manufacture: the room within was 
large, and looked upon the garden : here ſhe finds a table with the 
following books; a large bible, a ſmall teſtament, a OO OI 
| | 1 8 
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book, a book of private devotions, a Latin Kempis, and the works of 
Monſ. De Fenelon in French. This room was furniſhed with green, 


had a writing-table, pair of globes, a harpſichord, and was made | 
completely comfortable. 


Lady Sophia here fell into a contemplation concerning the diffe- 
rence of her preſent ſituation from what ſhe had left, where all was 
confuſion, noiſe, and hurry. This happy change raiſed in her mind 
the higheſt gratitude to her Lord and Maſter, who had now, by 
this unexpected providence, delivered her from the perplexing world, 
and placed her in this ſweet retreat. After ſome time ſpent in 
retirement, ſhe heard her ſummons to dinner. Lady Sophia found 
Maria had given a juſt account of lady Feliciana's table: 1 lain, but 
good diſhes, two ſerv'd at a time, with a little deſſert according to the 
ſeaſon, made the whole of the meal. Lady Feliciana thought her- 
ſelf lucky to be without company that day, that ſhe might indulge 
a private converſation with lady Sophia. They ſoon diſmiſs'd their 
dinner, and retiring into the — hraeiinh began their diſcourſe. 


Lady Feliciana. I am impatient to hear my dear friend's reaſons 
for leaving her brother: I feared her great affection to him would 
have kept her in the world contrary to her inclination. 

Lady Sophia. I am ſurprized at myſelf, to find I have quitted 
what i ſo tenderly loved; but I fee the hand of Ged in all, and 
how merciful he is to thoſe who depend upon him. I was fully 

perſuaded my ſtay would be of no farther ſervice to my brother: 
fince his ſtrong! attachment to lady Flirtilla, he has never conſulted 
me in any of his affairs, has grown violent againſt my religion, and 
when I refuſed viſiting lady Flirtilla, he ſeemed glad to get rid of 
me ; which were ſufficient reaſons for me to quit a ſcene of life 1 
could neither approve nor reform. 
Lady Fæliciana. I don't in the leaſt 8 but you will partake 
the bleſſing of thoſe who forſake their deareſt friends to follow 
Chriſt. As we are now alone, I muſt aſk what account you have 
to give me of poor Ambitiono? 


Lady Sophia. I hope my dear friend is now become indifferent 
to that miſtaken man. I can give you no comfort in my account 


of him: lady Secludia has ſtrictly obſerved your deſire, in doing all 
in her power to bring him to conſider the chriſtian faith; upon 
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which account he forbears his uſual civilities to her. He never 
now lets her ſee him; ſince which ſhe has wrote him ſeveral ex- 


cellent letters, which he has treated with the utmoſt diſdain, and | 
by way of ridicule gives them to dean Lucre, who (T think) edi- 


fies by them in a ſmall degree. I have heard him blame Am- 
bitiono for that determined infidelity he ſhews in every action of 
his life: I find he diſmiſſes any ſervant who is ſeen in a church; 
he will not ſuffer a bible in his houſe; if a clergyman fays grace 
at meals, he keeps his ſeat in contempt, and omits no occaſion of 
ſhewing his diſlike to religion. Vice is a recommendation to him, 
even in his trades- people. If one of his friends is reported to think 
more ſerious than formerly, he takes pains to perſuade him out of 
that thought, and to bring him back into the devil's ſervice. I 
hear he has met with great mortifications from the miniſtry, which 
does not mollify, but rather irritate his malice againſt religion; 
and no call from the Almighty has yet awakened him from this 
ſtupidity, in regard to his eternal happineſs. | 

Lady Feliciana. I have expected no better account of him, than 
what you have given me. Deceit and pride reſiſt that grace of 
God, which works for his ſalvation : into ſuch a wicked heart 
wiſdom does never enter. I rejoice ta. hear you think there is a 
gleam of divine light ſtruck into the, mind of dean Zacre: I am 
perſuaded he was never ſatisfied with his infidelity. | 

Lady Sophia, He is call d in town an Hutchinſontan. EI 

Lady Feliciana, I have heard of this opinion being differen 


from our modern divines, but never had the particular account of 
their doctrine. 7 15 | 


Lady Sophia. This name is given to a few very learned men, 
who maintain the philoſophy of the bible, are very knowing in the 
Hebrew language, and the emblematical meanings of the Jeuiſb 
ceremonies, very clear in proving the Trinity, both from the tf 
and Heathen emblems. They believe the ſcripture-account of the re- 
demption of mankind by the ſatisfaction of Chriſt. They allow 
the influence of the holy ſpirit enlightening the mind, to underſtand 
the ſcriptures; but deny any ſupernatural revelation of faith in 
Chriſt : they look upon faith as a conviction of their reaſon, which 
they take great pains to inform, by comparing one ſcripture with 
another, and finding out the meaning of the Hebrew words. They 
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iy the New Teſtament is not to be underſtood but by the Old: they 
prove the ſcriptures plainly ſhew us the two different natures of man, 
the nature we bring with us into the world from Adam, and the 
nature we receive in this world through fa:th in Chriſt. They dif- 
fer from our modern divines in preaching the neceſſity of a Redeemer, 
offering up a ſufficient ſacrifice for the ſins of Adam, and his corrupt 
children. They ſpeak of the fallen nature very clearly; but I think 


gare deficient in d cribing the manner, in which the nature is to be 


changed through faith in Chriſt, profeſſing themſelves, they never re- 
member the time when they did not believe in Chriſt. 
Lady Feliciana. I bleſs God we have ſome divines yet who think 
ſo deeply of the chriſtian truths: I hope they will be led on to ex- 
the power and joy of theſe truths reveal d in their own 
rts, and will in time come with us to acknowledge faith to be 
alone the gift of God, and to be felt in the heart by knowing our 
Saviour, and the power of his reſurrection; ; in being made ſenſible 
their fins are pardon'd, and they born again into the ſpiritual life, 
born of water by having their fins waſh'd away, and born of the 
ſpirit by the ſpiritual life ſenſibly begun in their fouls ; which, tho' 
weak as a little babe at firſt, by the influence of the holy ſpirit 
(which we are permitted to pray al þ will grow up a ſtrong man 
in the Lord. 
Lady Sophia. I fear theſe learned men reſt too much upon the 
outward ſign, as water in infant-baptiſm, and are too apt to confine 
the grace of God to the outward ceremony: having a knowledge of 
the ſcriptures, and aſſenting to the truths of the revelation, ſeems to 
be what they call faith. 
Lady Felciana. I have often wondered why our divines dif 
courage us ſo much in ſeeking after juſtifying faith, ſince I know 
of no chriſtian ſe& (except the Roman Catholick) but what holds 
that we receive ſaving faith in Chriſt through ſupernatural re- 
velation ; that we are ſenſible of the time when we receive juſti- 
fying faith, and are born of the ſpirit into eternal life ; that this gift 
is promis d to the fallen race of man in the ſcriptures, and never 
demed to thoſe who diligently ſeek and pray for it. The articles of 
our own church ſpeak of juſtification by faith. We that are born 
again remember the time when we were not ſo. This inward prin- 
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ciple of eternal life gives us a a ſenſibility to ſpiritual things, and 2 


deadneſs to the things of this world. 

Lady Sophia. Tis ſurprizing men of great learning and genius, 
who ſtudy the ſcriptures in order to find out divine truths, ſhould 
miſtake in this particular; for I know by experience they are miſ- 
taken in denying the revelation of juſtifying faith in Chriſt. | __ 

Lady. Feliciana. My dear lady Sophie, you well know the faith 
given by revelation requires the whole heart to be dedicated to the 
Lord, and will never reſt till it has driven out all worldly affections 
and all ſelf-eſteem. This appears ſo difficult to the ſoul, that many are 
willing to ſatisfy themſelves with the faith of reaſon, and to ima- 
gine that none give up their hearts in a greater degree than them- 
ſelves; and therefore call all thoſe, who experience the faith we 


ſpeak of, deluded people: and yet theſe. men hope and expect to 


receive this faith upon their death-beds, which they now call en- 
thuſiaſm. 

Lady Sophia, It ſoon appeared to me, that I muſt give up the 
world, if I would obtain the gift of faith; but eternal life through 
faith in Chriſt, ſo often promiſed in ſcripture, I thought. of ſo great 
moment to my ſou], I was ready to give up every thing rather than 
loſe this great ha pineſs. « What ſhall a man give in exchange for 
* foul ?” are the words of our bleſſed Saviour. 


Lady Feliciana, hearin g the clock ſtrike five, would have excuſed 
herſelf to lady Sophia for an hour, in order to viſit her ſhops; but 
lady Sophia 5 ſhe might attend her, and aſſured lady Feliciana, 
Ne” was not the leaſt fatigu'd with the events of the day. 

The. court which contained theſe ſhops was placed about the 
middle of the deſcent of the hill, that fell from the back part of the 

houſe. Lady Feliciana took lady Sophia through the poor's room, 
where ſhe obſerved many happy faces, who were juſt accommo- 
dated with the clothes they wanted. Lady Feliciana opened a door 
into a little gravel-walk covered at the top with thick trees, which 
were lined within with a ſheet-tin painted green, to keep out the 
rain, and was hid from the eye by the boughs growing over in ſuch 
a wild manner, that lady Sophia perceived nothing of it. She was 
charmed with the pleaſing ſound of the river running perpendicu- 
lar down the hall, daſhing over the ſtones and gravel in its way, 


and 


1 
and alſo with the contrivance of the path that was leading them 
ſo inſenſibly down the hill, till it brought them to the court. 


They made Maria the firſt viſit: ſhe was fitting in a large room, 
with twenty of the farmers daughters of different ages, all em 
ployed in work, except two, who were diſcourſing upon a chapter 


they had lately read. Lady Feliciana kept lady Sophia from en- 
tering, till ſhe had told her the meaning of what ſhe faw : - the 
faid Maria was the moſt agreeable perſon with young people ſhe 
ever met with. She makes every child learn ſomething that may be 
of ule to it all its life. Theſe two girls you hear diſcourfing, have 
read the chapter to her in private, which ſhe has explained to them : 
ſhe then makes one girl aſk the other all the queſtions ſhe can 
think of concerning it; if the girl who is to anſwer is at a loſs, ſhe 
helps her out; after which ſhe makes them read the chapter in the 
publick ſchool, one to aſk queſtions, and the other to make anſwers: 


ſhe chuſes two different girls every day, by which means ſhe brings 
them all to talk upon the ſcriptures. This rule is alſo obſerved in 


the boys ſchool on Wedneſdays and Fridays. She takes the fame 
method with the catechiſm. If you obſerve, they all ſeem atten- 
tive, tho' their fingers are employ'd in work. They have not yet 
obſerved us, let us leave them now, and go round our other ſhops. 


They then went into the room where the women were fpinning : 


theſe poor people were all very neatly cloath'd, 'and looked chearful, 
and feemed to have a pleaſure in their work : the governeſs begged 


| the might ſhew lady Sophia the great ſtores ſhe had prepared ready 


for the weavers, They then went to the weavers ſhop, who were 
very buſily employed in finiſhing their day's work. Here Mr. 
Knewall appeared, who carried them round to all the workin 

ſhops, and ſhewed them all the tools and contrivances that he had 
invented for employing people of all capacities and different de- 
orees of ſtrength. Lady Sophia obſerved, that through the direc- 
tions of Maria and Mr. Kmowall, lady Feliciana had very little trou- 


ble. Lady Feliciana replied, that ſhe thought whatever deſign A 


was taken up with the fingle intention of pleaſing God, received 


his bleſſing, and never gave the chriſtian a perplexing thought. Se 


fad, Nopal! is an extraordinary man, and now in his proper 
| ſphere, which is, to teach and govern. Lady Sophia propoſed 
making Maria a ſecond viſit, who they found had juſt concluded 
Or her 
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her ſchool, with a ſhort prayer ſhe us d every day upon that occa- 


ſion, and was coming to meet them. Lady Sophia expreſſed her 
pleaſure in ſeeing Maria employed in a ſervice of ſo much conſe- 
quence to the world, as was that of inſtructing youth; and ſhe 
thought it muſt be agreeable to her good intentions, which were 


ever to promote the happineſs of others. Maria replied, that ſne 


thought the former part of her life had been ſo contrary to What 
was right, ſhe never could do enough to retrieve the good opinion 
of lady Sophia, who had been acquainted with her fooliſh beha- 
viour ; and faid many things to acknowledge the goodneſs of the 
Lord, in turning her foolith ſteps into the paths of wiſdom, and 
her wicked intentions into a true converſion, and at laſt to give her 
the bleſſing of living in lady Felicianas happy W 


Diſcourſe” in the drawing-room between lady Feliciana, 
Dr. Meanwell, Maria, and lady * i 


* 


Dr. Mramvell. 1 Pk con W lady Sophia upon the happy 
change ſhe has had courage to make of the great world for this re- 
ligious retirement: as your ladyſhip-ſees more of this neighbour- 
hood, you will be charm'd with the good effects of piety in a great 
lad 
Lady Frliciana. It is very 8 if the Lord permits us to ſerve 
him in the loweſt degree, that of aſſiſting the bodily wants of our 
fellow- creatures: all that is done in the mind, muſt be bis own 
work. 


Maria. I muſt FR han lady Rips has juſt Riches, 


from the experience I have in thoſe under my care. I teach the 


fame truths to every ſcholar, but not more than two have yet any 
apprehenſion of the ſpiritual life. I tell them all the way, they may 
obtain it, but cannot perſuade them it is a gift worth aſking : 


they find they can do without it in this warns. and what concerns 
the next they are unwilling to think af. 


Lady Sophia. This is not only the caſe: of children, bur of alt 


ages: we are by nature without ideas of  fpiritual happineſs, and 
therefore conclude, that chriſtians, who follow rules different from 
the reſt of the world, are melancholy, miſerable people, and are 
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willing to hope that what they do is not required by God, but rather 
the effect of a miſtaken religion. But if it pleaſe God to convince 
one of theſe people of the fin of unbelief, and to ſhew them they 
have no happineſs promiſed them in the next world but through 
Faith in Chrift, they will ſet themſelves to pray, and ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, till they receive the giſt of faith, which gives them the ap- 
prehenſion of the ſpiritual happineſs. I wiſh all people would con- 
ſider that eternal fe is only promiſed to the believer in Chriſt. 

Dr. Meanwell. Madam, what you ſay is the real truth. There 
is no eternal life (which words mean eternal happineſs) promiſed to 
any, but thoſe who believe in Chriſt; and nothing our Saviour (who 
beſt knows our happineſs) inſiſts ſo much upon, as our believing 
in him: he tells us, he is the way, the truth, and the life, and none 
can come to the father but through him, and the father draweth 
all men to him; ſo that whoever loveth God is ready to believe in 
Bin, and to come to bim, to hear his words, and to keep his com- 
mandments. 

Lady Sephia. What doctor Meanwell ſays is eats agreeable . 
to my way of thinking. I ſee no falvation for my own ſoul but 
through faith in Chriſt, and. I bleſs God every day for giving me 
this faith in my Saviour. Salvation appears to me to be the free gift 
of God in Chrz/?, and in Chriſt we fee what is the falvation: in 
him we ſee an entire ſubmiſſion to the will of God, an unwearied care 
for the ſalvation of ſouls, a tender compaſſion for the miſeries of 
thoſe he pleaſes to call his brethren, a life of faith, ſuffering afflic- 
tion patiently, going about doing good, deſpiſing the ſhame of the 
croſs for the joy that was ſet before him. Thus far he pleaſes to 
ſhew himſelf our example, and promiſes by his divine power to 
aſſiſt us in our endeavours to follow his ſteps : © Unleſs a man deny 
<« himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow me, he cannot be my 
ct diſciple,” are his own words. 

Dr. Meanwell. This doctrine of the _ is ſo averſe to our cor- 
rupt nature, that people are continually. inventing ſome eaſier way to 
heaven ; and ſtudy the ſcriptures for no other end, but to find out ſome 
meaning of them which may indulge the old nature : but, when 


they once experience the power of faith, they are willing to take up 
the croſs, and follow Chriſt. . 


Lady 
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Lady Sophia. L rejoice to find you ate in the way of u kely - 


_—_— which is the 3 ſure way to heaven: but what do yout 
neighbouring clergy fay to this doctrine? do they not call you a 
Methodift ? 

Dr. Meanwell. Both I, all” this 200d lady my patroneſs, are 
called Methodiſts by the whole country, except thoſe who are Me- 
thodifts ; and they treat us with conte mpt, and fay we are in bon- 
dage to the church-walls ; butt my lady's maxim is never to Enicults 
or regard what people ſay of er. 

Lady Feliciana. I really think theſe ſects among 2 wanld 
not be permitted by God, unleſs they did fome good in the world; 
and many I believe have been awakened by the Methodiſts. | But 
I think, if ſuch follow the call of God, they will perceive the in- 
| ward change of heart is wrought in us by the Poe of Chriſt 
alone; and that he is ever preſent with them, and will. bleſs the 
ordinances of our church to them. Thoſe who are willing to ſub- 
mit to the mortified life of the chriſtian in an heathen family, will 


find the ſtrength of the Lord is ſufficient for them. I think” there 


is danger in joining a ſect, left we ſhould think ourſelves more 
holy for belonging to ſuch a ſociety ; as is the caſe of many, and 
what hinders the ſoul in its ſpiritual progreſs, and from looking into 
its ſinful ſtate. 


Lady Sophia. I ſhall be glad to hear doctor N opinion 
of the Moravians. 
Dr. Meanwell. 1 do not perſonally know any of the Moravian 
teachers, but, from what I have read of their books, believe ſome 
of them experience the depths of chriſtianity; but ſince they have 
been tempted to gain proſelytes, I think they have given too much 


indulgence to the old nature, by waving the doctrine of the inward _ 


holy croſs. Where I do not perceive the fruits of the holy ſpirit, I 
joe upon ſuch as no true chriſtians, whatever they may call them- 
ſelves. 


Maria. I think teachers are not to bear the blame of hypocrites 
that join them. 


Lady Sophia. Nor upon any account to encourage them, 
Dr. — It is a ſurpriſe to me, ſince lady Feliciana is come 
to live in this country in ſuch an hoſpitable agreeable manner; that 
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we have not more ladies pretendin g to religion, tho' they have none 
in their hearts. a 

Lady Sophia. I was juſt upon aſking lady Peliciana, how ſhe con- 
trived to keep away the hypocrites from this agreeable place. 

Lady Feliciana. I have had ſeveral viſits from the neighbouring 
ladies, who have pretended to like my way, and to be very fond of 
religion. I have always treated them as ſincere, and have never talk- 
ed to them of any other ſubje& than religion, which infallible rule 
* by . ſent away all the hypocrites. 


Here doctor Mearwell put the company in mind of the time of 
Church, by taking his leave. The ladies, with the train of all the 


| family, followed ſoon after. Lady Sophia was ſtruck with the moſt 


agreeable admiration when ſhe entered the church, which yet conti- 
nued to be lighted at ſeven o'clock. It was that night very full : the 
congregation conſiſted chiefly of lady Felciang's tenants : there were 
belides a few ſtrangers : all the people were ſeated with the greateſt 
decency, and in the moſt profound ſtillneſs ſeemed to be compoſing 
their thoughts for their ſpiritual exerciſe. Doctor Meanwell read the 
prayers with great devotion, after which the organ played, and the 
clerk gave out the pſalm, which the people ſung in a folemn tune, 
ſuitable to the ſubject. After this was ended, doctor Mearwell ex- 
plained the ſecond leſſon, which he did very well, and plainly to be 
underftood by the unlearned : after the lecture they ſung a ſecond 
plalm. . Lady Feliciana ſpent about a quarter of an hour in ſpeaking 
to ſome of thoſe ſhe had ſeen moſt attentive : every body ſeemed 

pleaſed to look at their landlady, whom they loved with a fincere af- 
tection. When all was ended, the ladies returned home : in the 
walk lady Sophia obſerved to Maria, ſhe had never been ſo happy at 
church, as ſhe was that evening: ſhe thought herſelf almoſt arrived 
at the gates of heaven, and the hoped it would pleaſe God to keep 
her near lady Feliciana as long as ſhe lived in this world. When they 
came home, lady Sophia inſiſted upon lady Feliciana's not altering any 
rule, upon account of ſuppoſing her tired with her journey, for ſhe 
never was better in her life. Lady Feliciana replied, We often join in 
a little concert of divine muſick at this time : tis not a rule we 
ſtrictly obſerye, as it is only meant to gratify o our pious inclinations, 


but 
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but as lady Sophia would ſee our manner of ſpending the day (in 
which ſhe ſees our lives, for we do the ſame things every day.) 


Here they began their divine concert, with the addition of lady 


Sophia s voice, which was very agreeable : after the muſick was ended, 
lady Sophia, lady Feliciana, and Maria were called to ſupper, where 
the diſcourſe turned upon the expoſition" they had heard at church, 


and lady Feliciana gave the following account of doctor Meanwell > | 


« He was ſon to a faithful ſervant of my father's, who was at the 


c expence of his education. He was always eſteemed a good-natured 


« young man, who kept peace in families, and was much beloved; 
<« but not having a bright genius, my father fixed him in this diſtant, 
country, which now proves a happineſs to me. When I firſt came 
« here, he was quite a moral clergyman, encouraging mirth and. 
« jollity in the neighbourhood, and invited to every feaſt ; for his 
« g00d-humour made him welcome where- ever he came: when I 
<« talked to him upon the chriſtian faith, he ſeemed ignorant, but not 
« offended. I often repeated to him the firſt principles of inward 
cc religion; I found he conſidered what I ſaid, and agreed with me; 
<« that faith was to be obtained through prayer. He grew more 
<« ſerious every day, and willingly complied with my directions con- 
c cerning the ſervice in his church; hy degrees his worldly friends 
left him, which I was pleaſed to ſee he did not regret. In a little 
ce time it pleaſed God to bleſs him with the gift of faith; after which 
e he improved ſurpriſingly in his preaching, and left off all his feaſtings 
<« and jollity : he now employs his time in a moſt chriſtian manner, 
« is of great ſervice in the pariſh, omitting no opportunity of pro- 
« moting the chriſtian cauſe, and really (in all reſpects) is a moſt 
<« excellent pariſh-prieſt.” Lady Feliciana had juſt ended this account 
of doctor Meanwell, when the bell rung for prayers. They found all 
the family aſſembled together, to the number of twenty-fve.. - Lady 


Sophia was pleaſed to ſee her brother's ſervants again at theſe prayers, 


having ſeen them before at chyrch : ſhe hoped they were inclined to 
like a religious family. After prayers were ended, the family ſepa- 
rated, and lady Feliciana wiſhed lady Sophia a ſweet repoſe in her 
new apartment, and hoped ſhe ſhould meet her in the ſame room at 
eight the next morning. Lady Sophia replied, ſhe hoped nothing 


would prevent her joining at the hour mentioned with her pious 


family, in offering up their morning devotions. At eight the next 
I morning 


L 6 
morning the family met at their prayers. Lady Sophia „ 
lady Feliciana from aſking after her repoſe, bo telling her, ſhe never 
Hlept better than in her new apartment, or began the day in a more 
agreeable diſpoſition of mind. Lady Feliciana rejoiced to find ſhe 
was in the leaſt conducive to lady Sophra's happineſs. After this 
friendly ſalutation, lady: Feliciana went to give the orders of her 
bai and 912 Sophia deſired Maria to walk with her into the wood. 


Diſcourſa between Maria ond Lady Sophia, 


Lady Sophia. How ben we find ourſelves in the sd, which is 
the 258 natural beauty I have ſeen of this kind, where no art ap- 
pears, tho I imagine there muſt be ſome care taken to keep the walks 
in ſuch nice order | How ſweet is the ſcent of the trees at this ſeaſon, 
and how harmonious the muſick of the innocent birds]! methinks we 
all live in a litile paradiſe : my dear Maria, what a Ay change 
have we both made by quitting the world 

Maria. I often think myſelf 28 of theſe great bleſſings, 
who am not ſo entirely devoted to God as I ought, to be. Worldly 
thoughts often intrude themſelves, when I ran to think of nothing 
but what concerns eternity. 

Lady Sophia. This ſtruggle dear Maria perceives in herſelf, when 
the would keep out the world, ſhews me the fincerity of her heart; 
for, when we come in earneſt to renounce ourſelves, we always ſhall 
find it difficult not to entertain worldly thoughts, which make their at- 
tempts under the appearance of harmleſs indulgence ; butthey are not 
to be truſted. Whatever is not of faith is fin ; and therefore there is- no 
liſtening to worldly thoughts, however innocent, any farther than they 
belong to our ſpiritual life. We ſhould enter deep into the ſearch of 
our inward affections, to find if there is not ſome lurking thief hid 
there, to rob us of our joy in believing: the [fe of faith is truly a 
happy life, propoſing nothing more than to ſerve the Lord, and ex- 
petting reward from him alone; when he gives comfort, to rejoice in 
the bleſſing; when he tries with temptations, to depend upon his 
ſtrength to carry us through them; when he afflicts, to beg his ſup- 
Port; and to be always r re © by Wan that pn N tempta- 


tions, 


(e 


tions, and trials end with this life, beyond which we ſee nothing 


but complete happineſs. 


Maria. This muſt be a bleſſed ſtate indeed, which lady Sophie 


has deſcribed, and what I believe ſhe experiences, and I moſt ſin- 
cerely covet. I have felt ſome gleams of this happineſs, at which 
time I thought my heart was entirely given up to God; but ſo very 


deceitful is my heart, I think I ſhall never know the worſt of it. I. 


am aſhamed to confeſs, ſo great is my weakneſs in regard to 
lord Honorio, that only the ſight of his ſervants and equipage yeſter- 
day brought his idea ſo ſtrong before my eyes, that IL cannot get xid 
of it yet. 

1 Sophia. I lament you ever ſaw that deceitful man; but 1 
hope in time you will overcome this unlucky affection, which you 
muſt look upon as your particular temptation, and let it always be 
reſiſted by prayer, which is our refuge in all our dangers. When we 
turn our thoughts upon the croſs of Chsiſt, the devil flies from us, 
and ceaſes his temptations. 

Maria. What a privilege is it to be permitted to pray for b b. 
when we find ourſelves weak, and to know we ſhall receive what we 
aſk in faitb ! I truſt my heart will be made right in the Lord's time. 


Here they received a ſummons to breakfaſt, where lady Sophia and 
Maria found lady Feliciana with three ſtrangers, who came to talk 
with her upon religion. Lady Sephia was charmed with the propriety 
of lady Feliciana's anſwers to all their extraordinary queſtions. This 
converſation continued till the bell rung for church. Lady Felici ana 
deſired lady Sophia would conduct the viſiters to church through the 
ſummer-walk, while ſhe made her viſit in the poor's room, from 
whence ſhe would meet them at the end of the walk. The ſtrangers 
were delighted to ſee the neatneſs of the church, and the decency of 
the congregation. After church was ended, lady Fuliciana took leave 
of the ſtrangers, and walked home with lady Sophia : in the way. 
ſhe told her, ſhe intended to inquire after Realletta in her walks, for 
the feared ſome accident had prevented her coming. to them. that 
morning as uſual. While ſhe was ſpeaking, a ſervant gave lady Fel. 
ciana a note, which brought an account of the ſudden death of Real- 
letta's grandmother. Lady Feliciana went immediately to fee that 
young creature; who ſhe feared would be terriſied with ſuch a melane, 
cho y 
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choly accident, Lady Sophia excuſed herſelf going with lady Frſici- 


ana, upon the account .of her being a ſtranger to Realletta, and took. 


— — 2 ͥ — — — — — 


this opportunity of writing to her brother. 


10 Lady Sophia's Letter to Honorio. 


My dear Brother, 


am much obliged to you for the kindneſs of your equipage, 
ce which has brought me fafe into that ſweet religious retirement I 
ce ſo much wiſhed to be in. Your unkind behaviour J paſs over, and 
e deſire you will always look upon me as a friend ready to ſerve you 
in every thing conducive to your true happineſs. Lady Feliciana 
“ maintains a hope for you, pleaſing to me beyond expectation. I 


| . with you could prevail with yourſelf to ſee this place, and take a 


<« view of the compoſed lives of chriſtians, held in contempt by the 


world, becauſe they are ignorant of their happineſs. 


Your truly affe&tionate 


April 25, 1751. 7 
| SOPHIA.” 


Lady Sophia ſpent her retir d hours this morning in that ſweet 
compoſure of mind peculiar to the chriſtian : ſhe could not help 
wiſhing that men, immerſed in worldly pleaſures were to taſte (tho' 
but for one half-hour) the happineſs a chriſtian feels in divine con- 
templation ; for ſure it muſt bring them to deſpiſe their former life, 
full of fooliſh anxieties, and reſtleſs purſuits after vanities. How rea- 
ſonable is the life of lady Peliciana ! every day ſhe has the happineſs 
of promoting the good of ſome of her fellow-creatures, and is bleſſed 
with ſuch a contented ſpirit, ſhe wiſhes for nothing in this world more 
than the poſſeſſes. Lady Sophia, obſerving the beauty of the day, was led 
to carry on her contemplations in the wood; but opening her cham- 
ber-door, was prevented by ſeeing lady Feliciana ready to enter her 
apartment. g 

l Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe between Lady Feliciana and Lady Sophia. 


Lady Feliciana. I am come to give lady Sophia an account of my 
proceedings this morning in regard to Ræalletta: I found her in the 
parlour with that odious attorney, who has made ſo much miſchief in 
families in this country, by perplexing their affairs in ſuch an artful 
way, that no-body is the better for what their friends leave them. 
This man was employed by lady Prudentia to watch the death of 
her late huſband's mother, (who ſhe expected would leave her eſtate 
to her) and to take care the ſervants embezzled none of her goods. 
He looked with a wild meagre eye upon Realletta. As I entered, 
poor Realletta ſaid, whatever ſtate God pleaſed to allot for her, ſhe 
hoped he would bleſs it to her, and then ſhe ſhould be happy. Upon 
my deſiring Mr. Croakham to tell me what he had been faying to 
muſs Realletta, he anſwered, Why, madam, I was telling her, I hoped 
ſhe had provided a place to be in, for ſhe muſt not ſtay here any 
longer. 1 don't know but I may be anſwerable for the breakfaſt ſhe 
eat this morning. The law indeed permits ſervants to be kept ttill 
after the funeral, but it ſays nothing of companions. By what I 
can find, miſs Realletta was impoſed upon by her grandmother, who 
was non compos, and not capable of inviting any body to live with her. 
Miſs fays, the came down by the orders of lady Prudentia, but that 
muſt be proved in court; and I can't ſee how ſhe will be able to 
prove a thing ſhe has no witneſs of : I believe it will be found, ſhe 
muſt pay for her board the time ſhe has been with her grandmother. 
They tell me, the has been very expenſive in giving to the poor people, 
what might have ſerved the family for a day's meat. Here I inter- 
rupted him, by aſking how the old lady had diſpoſed of her eſtate, 
and if he did not think Realletta was the next heir? He ſaid, ſhe was 
the next heir; but that ſignified nothing, for the old lady might give 
her eſtate to whom ſhe pleaſed ; and he could not think ſhe would give 
it to a girl, who might change her name. Perhaps we mayn't know 
who will have the eſtate theſe ſeven years: every body's title muſt 
be looked into, and ſeveral forms gone through, before any one takes 
it for their own ; and poſſibly ſo much money will be ſpent about it, 
that the eſtate muſt be ſold at laſt, end no-body the better for it. I. 

| with 
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wiſh (for my part) 1 mayn't injure my family in undertaking this 
affair; I am ſure I do-it out of friendſhip to lady Prudentia — With 
more of this lawyer 's cant, which I found affected the mind of poor 
—.— ſo much, I propoſed taking her home with me, to which 
the readily complied. Mr. Creatham told me, I muſt anfwer for the 
young lady, who muſt be forth- coming when her mother demanded 
her; but he heartily withed me na advantage I propoſed in taking 
|. her under my care: for his part, he had no deſign but to ſerve his 
kriend i in all that he did. 5 

Lady Sophia. Reallerta is very happy in having a amen friend: 
I have felt the comfort of that bleſſing in diſtreſs, when I knew not 
where to go, or that I had a friend in the world. Maria's letter, 
with your kind invitation, gave that eaſe to my mind, which I imagine 
Replletta now feels from your taking her under your protection: I 
dare ſay ſhe feels herſelf a beggar at this time, which may prove a 
bleſſing, in bringing her to caſt all her care upon God :- a chriſtian 
muſt ſee they really beg their daily bread, and are ſupported from 
the ſame hand as the ravens. Tho' it pleaſes the Lord to try Real- 
betta with this apprehenſion of poverty preſent, I more fear for her 
the temptations of wealth and grandeur. She mult be a great fortune 
if ſhe lives longer than her mother; tho all is hers at preſent, it 
- muſt come to Realletta when ſhe dies. I have heard her father's 
eſtate was" three thouſand pounds a year; and 'tis my opinion, her 
grandmother's eſtate is left to her. It ſcems unaccountable, that lady 
Frudentia ſhould expect the eſtate of her huſband's mother. 

Lady Felicinna. We know by experience, there are people in the 
world who think every thing belongs to them. If lady Sephia likes 
to be introduced to Realletta, let us make her a viſit this afternoon : I 
-eonclude, the can have no great concern for her grandmother, as ſhe 
had never ſeen her till after ſhe. was ſuperannuated. 

Lady Sophia. Since you think it not improper, I ſhall be pleaſed 
with the acquaintance of ſo extraordinary a young perſon. | 


Diſcourſe 


* 


Diſcourſe in Realletta's apartment, between Lady Feliclana, 
Lady Sophia, and Realletta. 


Lady Feliciana., My dear Realletta, I am come to introduce lady 
Sophia, whom you have ſo long deſired to ſee : with her I bring you 
the comfort of another chriſtian friend : this I know will fully make 
amends for the ill- treatment you met with in the morning from 
Mr. Craakham, yn 2 a bis | 
EKRealletta. I thank God, there is no treaſure upon earth I value equal 
with my chriſtian friends: I eſteem them bleſſings from the Lord, upon 
whom I may confidently. rely ; and I hope their friendſhip is begun 
in time, to laſt for eternity: whatever ends with this world, is not ſo 
highly to be eſteemed. | r 
Lady Sophia. I mult congratulate dear Ræalletta upon the extra- 
ordinary degree of grace and wiſdom the Lord hath bleſſed her 
with, to which the muſt impute the right judgment ſhe makes of the 
things belonging to this world : there is no dependence upon people 
in their natural ſtate ; for, till we haye received a ſpiritual life, and 


have the grace of God to direct and purify our hearts through faith 


in Chriſt, there is no conſtancy in s; we are like waves toſſed about 
with every blaſt of pleaſure. 


Lady Felic:zana. Not only eur friends, but alſo our fortunes aro 
precarious in this vain world: my eſtate in this country, which ſeems 


{ſecured to me for life, I look upon with ſo much uncertainty, that I 
can very fincerely pray for my daily bread. This dependent ſtate of 
the chriſtian makes us look to God for the daily bleſſings of our 
lives: we are not anxious for the future, knowing that our Friend 
is almighty and everlaſting. . Tho' what I poſſeſs at preſent was 
ſecured to me in the handſomeſt manner by Ambitiono, who con- 
ſulted with my neareſt relations; yet, as they are all of the world, I 
ſhould not be ſurpriſed, was Ambitiono to diſpute my income, to ſee 
them join with him, and be ready to give up their truſt to the 
moſt conſiderable. The world will love its own : tis natural for 
them to hate the chriſtian, as much as they hate the chriſtian 
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Lady Sephia. I think, fince we feel ſo much trouble in ourſelves 
from the corrupt nature, (not yet quite ſubdued) we cannot wonder 
to ſee it prevail fo much in thoſe who ſeek no aid from divine grace: 
where the old nature bears the ſway, there is nothing 5ad we 2 not 
expect from it. 

Realletia. I often think what a happy change the chriſtian will 
find in ſtepping out of this world into the next: what can they loſe, 
in leaving a place where continual troubles try their patience ? 
Lady Feliciana. Every day a chriſtian is permitted to live in this 
world, ſhould be eſteem'd a blefling, as it may prove a day of 
grace. Could we ſpend a whole life 3 in the ſingle ſervice of God, 
to what a great degree of holineſs might we not arrive! 

Lady Sophia. It will ever be matter of wonder to me, chat 1 
can omit any opportunity of improving my intereſt in the next 
world. I hope I ſhall be ſo happy to meet with a houſe near lady 
Feliciana: ſhe is a true friend to me, upon whom I may ſafely 
confide in all my difficulties and doubts. To have a chriſtian friend, 
who is able to lead us ſtill higher than we are, I think a peculiar 
happineſs, and what Realletta, and myſelf (I hope) are truly ſen- 
ſible of. | 

Realletta. I muſt ever acknowledge the comfort I have received in 
the counſel of dear lady Fxliciana, which I have always found has been 
pleaſing to God, who I am perſuaded by his good providence placed 


me in her neighbourhood. Often have J been wandering out of 


the narrow path, which leads to eternal life; ſometimes through an 
over-heated” zeal ; ſometimes through a lazy diſpoſition, in ſubmit- 
ting to my natural tempers, fancying I had done all when I quitted 
the world: but, alas! the world within 1 found a more dangerous 
enemy. The outward was conquered by flying from it, but the in- 
ward world diſputed the matter with me in my retirement. How 
gently did lady Feliciana always lead me into my narrow path again, 
when I was turned out of the way, and ſet me to watch and pray, 
I entered into temptation !' The favour ſhe ſhews me at this 
time, in taking me, a poor vagabond, into her family, is not to be 
compared to the ſpiritual aſſiſtance I have received from her. 

Lady Fxliciana. I muſt intreat my dear friends to wave their 
commendations of me, who can do nothing of myſelf, I. aſſure 
them. If the Lord makes me of ſervice to any creature, they muſt 
look 
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look upon it as the bleſſing he gives through a very unworthy | in- 
ſtrument. 
Lady Sophia. We will ay! no more to offend our beſt friend ; but 
I muſt defire (notwithſtanding I give no reaſon why) that ſhe Tag 
provide me a houſe, within a walk of her own. 

Lady Feliciana, I muſt inſiſt upon the favour of lady Sophia's 8 
contenting herſelf with a chriſtian apartment in my houſe, wy 1 
ſhe will find full exerciſe for all her good diſpoſitions. = 

Lady Sophia. If lady Feliciana will give me leave to add one : 
hundred pounds yearly towards the furniture of her poor's- __ 1 Y 
ſhall embrace her propoſal with the ſincereſt pleaſure. T 

Lady Feliciana. As dear lady Sophia ſo eaſily ſubmits to my re- 
queſt, I cannot refuſe hers; - tho' I think it more bleſſed to ROE than i 


to receive. 


Theſe three friends liv'd on in the moſt agreeable chriſtian friend- 
ſhip, without any extraordinary event, near two months, at the end 
of which Realletta received the following letter from her * 
fir Worldly Eſteem. n 
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Madam, - 


< have not had it in my power till this poſt to give you any IM 
certain account of your affairs; your grandmother having ap- 
pointed particular people to be preſent when her will was opened, | 
* who could not be collected together till yeſterday morning. The 

s purport of the will is as follows: ſhe leaves her eſtate to your 
late father, during his life, and in caſe he died in her life-time, 
* to his eldeſt child, under the direction of the following guardians, 
till ſach child ſhould come to the age of twenty-one years, vig. = 
dir John Truſty, Bart. of Meatberbeaten-Caſtle in the county of 9 

« Cornwall ; = 

"Bp 22 Efteem, Kant. of V. anity-Lodge | in the county of Surry ; 3 1 

And farther, if ſuch child proves a daughter, defires the favour | 4 
* of lady Eftcem to direct her education till the age of * = 
years. . zl 
5 L 2 cc <« Sir = 
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London, June 20th, 1751. 


FH. S. My wife deſires her compliments.” 
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* Sir. bn Truly has offered to manage your eſtate, which he 
e aſſures me will anſwer a clear twelve hundred pounds a year with 
good but he inſiſts upon having nothing to do with 
Mr. Croatham, fo we have ſigned his diſcharge. 

“J have conſulted: my wife about your living with us, who 
Would very willingly give her aſſiſtance in your education, had you 
no mether; but, as you have, ſhe can't anſwer it to the world to 
« divide mother and daughter; for (ſurely) parents are the moſt 
« proper people to educate their own children. We have allotted five 
hundred pounds a year for your maintenance and education, which 
« I ſhall take care to pay punctually to lady Prudeuria, to whom 1 


< heve committed the care of your perſon; that of your eſtate 


* 5 undertaken by ſir Jam Trusty, I think T bare no more to 


<« do in this affair, and am, 


Your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 


Worldly Eftecm. 


Lady Feliciona obſerved Realletta was greatly affected with the 
contents of her guardian's letter, tho in a different manner from 


what moſt other Zeuge people would have been at the news of ſo 
large a fortune; fo 


of the deepeſt concern. After a few moments ſpent 1 in ſilence, Re- 


r ſhe ſhewed no marks in her countenance, but 


alletta recovered herſelf enough to ſpeak. | 
Realletta. Dear lady Felrciana, tell me what I ſhall do in this | 


| perplexing affair. You ſee my guardian's cruelty condemns me to 


e direction of a worldly mother, who, if ſhe inſiſts upon my 


Wing with her, I fear will try me beyond my * to leave 


this 


85 ] 

this earthly paradiſe ; and to return to that wretched wilderneſs 7 | 
the N is more than I can endure. I may ſay then with Can. = 
My puniſhment'is greater than I can bear. : 

Lady Peliciana. I moſt ſincerely feel the apprebenfion of part- 
ing with my: chriſtian friend; but have hopes it will yet be per- 
mitted us — longer in this heavenly community. Let us truſt. 
our cauſe to God, and pray, that his ul may be always dearer to s 
than our own: perhaps he may firſt ſanctify this affliction to out 
ſouls, and after cauſe it to end in our comfort. Worldly - people Ml 
(tho they don't iperceive or intend it) are always carrying on he 
deſign of God's righteous providence, and we are ſure that all things | 
wetks together for good to thoſe. who love God. = 

Lady Sophia.” I will take my leave at preſent, ſor 1 ſee ove 1 
Realletta wiſhes to be alone with lady Feliciana. [i 

Lady Feliciama. We can't yo with JT. ll 1 promiſe to re- 
turn to us in an hour.. 

_ Oe 1 en * 1 will. | 3 

0 7 | a „ele zi e C | 


Lady Felieions 1 Realletta | bebe to prayer, and it 
pleaſed the Lord to give them peace of mind, and a quiet ſubmiſ- 
fion'to his bleſſed will. Lady Sophia, according to promiſe; returned } 
within the hour: when the came into the room, the obſerved a great 
change in the KO of Reallotta, which were now * and 1 

refioned, © [1 


9 9 


1 


Lady Sophia: 1 conclude my dear 2 3 been employing - 
their time in prayer, that conſtant fupport to the chriſtian in a- 
fliction. I can't ſay my time has been employed in ſo ſpiritual a 
manner, tho I have been contriving a good work, which I hope wi : 
be accepted of the Lord, and may receive his bleſſing. It was this: 
in conſidering over lady Feliciand s charities, I found there Was nothing 
left for me to do in aſſiſting the poor, unleſs I provided a houſe to 
take in ſick people. The plan I have formed is as follows: to 1M 
have ten warm bedchambers, and a large room below to the ſouth, 2 
with a door into the garden for the people to be in Who do not ll 
keep their beds: in this room I would have read, four times in te 

day, a ſhort-prayer ſuited to the capacities and: circumſtances of theſe 


People; 


[ 36 ] 
people; and this I propoſe to have performed by a black, who: 
was left in my brother's country-houſe, where he 1s little regarded, 
tho he is a moſt excellent creature: he has the true ſpirit of piety, 
and chriſtian diligence of taking every opportunity to inſtruct the 
ignorant: beſides which, he ſhews a genius to phyſick ; he can ſet 
a bone, and bleed extremely well, and manages a wound according 
to his country faſhion, which, tho' it is directly contrary to our 
practice here, I think is a much ſafer and ſurer way, than what our 

ſurgeons uſe, for he cures by fomentations and phyſick, what the 
ſurgeon would condemn to the knife. I alſo propoſe making a 
 houſe-keeper of one I have ſeen in lady Feliciana's family, with 
two girls to aſſiſt her: if ſhe ſhould want more people to watch 
with the - ſick, ſhe may take women (by turns) out of the pariſh. 1 
propoſe taking in poor ſick travellers, or any in the neighbourhood, 
who have not friends to take a proper care of them when they are 
ul.” I ſhall have a hot bath, and a cold bath; and every one who 
comes into my hoſpital, ſhall go into the hot bath to be made clean, 
and their old cloaths waſhed, and laid by for them when they go 
out. I ſhall have belonging to my hoſpital proper dreſſes for the 
fick: as ſoon as they recover, they ſhall have ſufficient money 
given them, to carry them to their pariſnes. I will never turn any 
out of my hoſpital, till they are really cured : where I find it, pro- 
= per, they ſhall ride, for I will keep two horſes for that purpoſe. I 

propoſe taking a poor old man who underſtands a kitchen-garden, 

| who ſhall employ recovering patients according to their ſtrength. 
At one end of the houſe I ſhall build two rooms for myſelf to live 
in, while there is any dangerous infectious diſtemper, to keep the 
patients in order, under the direction of the black, whom I think, 
from proofs I have had of his ſkill, to be the beſt phyſician in 
England. 5 ˖ 

Lady Fxliciana. I hope God almighty will give his blefling to 

this good deſign. I know of a houſe within a mile of this place 
will ſuit your purpoſe, which you may enter upon immediately. 


Here the two ladies, obferving Realletta to grow ill, adviſed her 
to retire 40 her apartment, and try to reſt. In this interval, lady 
Sophia begged the favour of lady Feliczana to ſhew her the houſe 
the had propoſed for her hoſpital, which anſwered their deſign ſo 


well, 
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well, that lady Sophia immediately agreed for it. The ladies, upon 
enquiring hor Realletta's health the next morning, heard ſhe had 
paſs d a reſtleſs night; upon which they went together to her apart- 
ment. They found her reading a letter, which feemed to r ** 
comfort: as ſoon as ſhe obſerved lady Feliciana, ſhe put the letter 
into her hand, and defired ſhe would read it aloud ; which - was 
as follows. 


Diets Prudentia s Letter 70 Miſs Realletta. 
Dear Miſs Realletta, > 46 June 21, 1752. 


„1 have been prevailed upon by your good friend ſir Werldly 
« Efteem to receive you again into my family. Sir Jahn  Truſty 
* afſures me you have behaved very dutifully to your grandmother, 
„and he thinks you are a good girl, and he ſees nothing ridicu- 
< Jous in your religion. I hope from this account you have left 
< off your primitive manners, and have now ſenſe to conform your- 
e ſelf to the cuſtoms of the world. I am ſorry I can't ſend for 

« you ſo ſoon, as (perhaps) you may expect; for I am now upon 
changing my houſe. When I am ready to receive you, you 
<< ſhall hear from me.” | 


a 
+» 


Lady Feliciana. I hope my dear Realletta will take the comfort 
J do from this letter: here is no time fixed for your departure, 
and I think no great inclination ſhewed by lady Prudentia for your 
coming to her. True chriſtianity is ſo very odious to worldly minds, 
that I think it will ever prove a * to divide you and your mother. 


This happy ſociety lived ſome Ws in great tranquillity, but 
were at length diſturbed by the arrival of Mrs. Patchup, which 
lady Feliciana kept a ſecret for ſome hours from Realletta, who was 
at that time employ'd with lady Sophia, who had taken great plea- 
ſure in teaching Realletta (at vacant times) the ſciences, of which, 
ſhe was herſelf a complete miſtreſs. 


Diſcourſe 


N 


18] 


Difour 1 Lady Feliciana and Mrs. Patchup p. 
who gives . Feliciana a Letter. 


- 


Mts. re 1 Oe lady  Piddvtia informs. your Yadyſhip p 
in this letter of the reaſons why I am ſent to carry miſs Realle?ts 
to London. I hope miſs has laid aſide ſome of her religion, now ſhe 
is heireſs to ſuch a good eſtate. | | 

Lady Felicia I am forry, Mrs. Patchup, to find you think re- 
ligion muſt be alt aſide, when our fortunes increaſe. I am pleaſed 
to tell you, tis far otherwiſe with Realletta, who thinks herſelf 
more than the daily bread ſhe is commanded to 


Mrs. Pat In That's a feng religion n which puts great 
ladies upen/the footing of beggars. I am ſure lady Prudentia will 
never bear miſs, while ſhe keeps theſe mean notions. Her lady- 
elights in nothing but what is grand and noble. I don't 
know but her ladyſhip may be a counteſs before her daughter : 
Lord Crenge-Cripple viſits her every day: he has a large eſtate in the 
north, and has been an admirer of my lady theſe thirty years. I 
am ſure my lady has played her cards very well, to be ſetting out 
in the world again a counteſs, and bringing herſelf related to ſo 
many great families at her age: if miſs was to mid her mamma's 
Advice, and comply with the ways of the world, I don't doubt ſhe 
would ſoon be a counteſs too. | 
Lady Feliciano. I am ſorry peop ple ſhould neglect the high calling 
of a chriſtian, and weary themſelves to obtain theſe fooliſh honours. 
What comfort is it to poor lord: Cringe-Cripple to fee his coronet 
upon his crutches, or for lady Prudentia to know that a few years 
hence there will be one upon her coffin? 
© Mrs. Patchup. People in London don't think upon theſe diſmal 
things: what they chiefly think upon, is reſpect and amuſements. 
Now F muſt tell my news, but I ſuppoſe your ladyſhip has heard 
my lord Amditiono has turned dean Lucre — of his houſe, u 
account of his having too much religion; but I am fure miſs Real- 
letta would think his religion was nothing at all. Lady Secludia and 
lady Fidelia are more religious than ever, and h now viſits 


them 
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them for fear of being ridiculed by the world; for the world is 
determined to deſpiſe religion, and ſhut it out of all polite company : 
and unleſs miſs Realletta will promiſe to forſake all the ways be- 


longing to this new religion, (I tell your ladyſhip 1 in . 1 have 
orders not to bring her to London. 7 


Lady Feliciana was 0 rejoiced with the ſecret Mrs. Patebup had 


told her, ſhe was impatient to tell i Realletta, and ſent Maria to 
entertain Mrs. RTE 


Diſcourſe berween Mrs. Patchup and Maria. 


Maria. Mrs. Patehup, would you chuſe to take any refreſhment 


before dinner? 


Mrs. Patchup. No; ; I rather chuſe to Ke than to eat. I * 
poſe, madam, you are parſon Plod's daughter. I have ſomething 
to tell you of my lord Honorio. Well, theſe men are ſo inconſtant, 


he is now for ever with Flirtilla, and the preſents that he makes her 
are enough to buy a little eſtate. 


Maria. I am ſurprized, as lady Flixtilla is a ar woman, 
that ſhe gives ſo much encouragement to him: I am ſure he would 
not follow her, unleſs he -was well received. > what does the 


world ſay of it?, 


Mrs. Patchup. The world is very well ſatisfied, for they think it 


will certainly be a match, when fir Simon dies. 

Maria. Pray, do they think he is near-his end ? 
Mrs. Patchup. I don't hear any thing of that, tho' I don't TEN 
but he may; for he has given a hundred pounds lately to the 
Foundling-hoſpital: he is grown very religious, and the world laughs 


at him, and calls him lady Sophid's convert; but for my part, j cw 
lady Flirtilla's behaviour has almoſt broke his heart. 


Maria. Is lady Flirtilla very handſome ? 
Mrs. Patchup. I think ſhe is very like you in the face: her 
perſon 1s tall and genteel ; but ſhe rakes herſelf to death, and looks 


ten years older than ſhe is. She has a great deal to ſay for herſelf, 
and ſhe turns my lord Honorio about juſt as ſhe pleaſes. I hear he 
M 


is 


_ 
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is yery jealous of her : the ſervants tell me he is ſo croſs in his family; | 


they d dare not ſpeak to him; they often wiſh for lady Sophia again, 


Here Mrs. Patchup was ſent for into Realletta s apartment, 
Maria being left alone cou d not but reflect what a bleſſing Mrs. 
Parebup's relation had been made to her; for now ſhe was convinced 
Pot lord Honorto's affections were ſo placed upon lady Hirtilla, that 


e could have no regard left for her. She now felt a deſire in her 
Heart never to think fof him more. She perceived his idea would 


* ak _ 
n 
, 3 9 4 


no longer be entertained with pleaſure, an would ceaſe to interrupt 


her ſpiritual exerciſe. Now ſhe acknowledged the goodneſs of God, 


s anſwering her prayers in a way eftectual, tho very "ITY g to 
er. 


Diſcourſe in Reallerts 8 3 * Lach Feli- 


ciana, Lady Sophia, Realletta, gnd Mrs. Pikes, 
which concludes the Book. 


” Reelletta. 1 hope I ſee Mrs. Patchup.in health, and that ſhe left 


mamma, the. ſame. - I muſt tell you, you are come into a dangerous 


houſe, which none that ever enter defire to leave. 

1557 Patchup. I hope, mils, you are not one of theſe, but will 
caſt off part of your religion, and come amongſt us to make a figure. 
Your mamma will be proud of ſuch a daughter, if ſhe behaves like 


other young ladies. 
Realletta. Indeed, Mrs. Patchup, I can never think of conform- 


15 my religion to the behaviour of young ladies who have none. 
* 


behaviour muſt always conform to my religion, upon which 1 
depend for all my happineſs. in time and in eternity. 
Thee  Patchup. 1 find, miſs, you are as undutiful as ever, and as 


unwilling to give up your religion. I don't find riches make any 
alteration in you. I don't ſuppoſe you will come into my lady's 


rms; but, however, I will diſcharge. my meſſage, that you may 
know; what you are to ſubmit to, if you live in her family — But 
. me look for my paper. 


The 
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Tho Paper deferibing the terms upan which miſs Realletts 
is t0 be admitted * into ber mother s family. 


Firſt, ghe! is never to give her opinion 1 religion, tho aſked, and 
to avoid any topick of converſation, which may introduce the ſub- 
ject of religion. | 
Secondly, She muſt dreſs after the preſent faſbion. ek 
"Thirdly, As the has a voice, ſhe muſt learn faſhionable ſongs, and 
never refuſe, to fing when the is aſked, tho! it be on a. S 
Fourthly, Never to. enter a church, but when ſhe follows hee 
mother. 

Fifthly, To read no religious books, but what. her mother ap- 
roves. 
by Sixthly, That the: never viſit or contrive meetings either 'with 
lady 1 or lady Fidelia. 

Rs That ſhe leave off her primitive looks and behaviour, 
and aſſume the modern air. 

Eighthly, That ſhe ſubmit to wear gold, pearls, and to the lait 
ing of the hair. | 

Niathly, That ſhe go to plays, operas, balls, Se. as en and 
with whom her mother ſhall direct her. 

Tenthly, Not to boggle at an innocent lye by way of civility, and 
keeping Pp the eſteem of thoſe people 2 are. * to con- 
verſe wit 


Eleventhly, To break off all commerce with the chriſtians re- 
ſiding at Paradiſe- Hall. 


Twelfthly, To refuſe no match propoſed to her by her mother 
and guardians. 


Mrs. Patchup. Miſs, if you will ſubſcribe to thefe terms, I am 
to tell you, lady Prudentia will receive you with pleaſure : if you 
refuſe, my lady has excuſed herſelf to the world by making this 
kind offer, and will ſee you no more. 

Realletta. Several of theſe articles you have read to me being g 
contrary to ſcripture, J muft refuſe to give my aſſent to them, let 
the conſequence be what it will. 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. : e Then I uy no more buſineſs hexe : to-morrow 
1 propoſe cetureliſe; 8 
Lady Feliciona.. I wiſh Mrs. Patchup would ſtay. here 0 one. weck 

80 ſee our manner of life 

Mes. Patgpup. I am much obliged to your ladyſhip ; 3 if 8 : 
ein required to attend all your prayers, I ſhall not be able to bear it. 
| *Eady bn. I am forry Mrs. Patchup has a diſpoſition to refuſe” 
00 8 an offer. I ſhall be glad to know What are Ty appre- 
henſions of the joys of heaven. 

- Mrs. Patbhup. Ladies, I think-it- is fime 8 to think of - 
heaven when we come to die: I hope the road thither is eafier © 
than you make it. If lady Frliciana will give me leave, I. will take 
A view of theſe gardens: and buildings, for I Web: a Arick 1 
s den of * of Paradiſe Hal. 3 
Lay ens ſent for Maße to ſhew Mrs  Patchup Evail thing. To ET 
8 defired to ſee; She left them the next day, in order to return 
ene - All this happy ſociety of chriſtians are now at reſt, an 
dom the apprehenſions of any farther” diſturbance from lady 
ud Has © They continue to ſpend their time in the conſtant * 
A ” tourſe of piety and good works, preparing themſelves for a bleſſed 
S ae which opens more ſtrong to their view every day, and on- 6H 
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